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ii PREFACE. 

in publick : he knows, that mankind live 
all in mafquerade, and that wlioever prc- 
fumes to'come amongft them barefaced muft 
expeft to be abufed bythe whole Affembly : 
he could therefore have no motive for thus 
imparting his free lentiments to the publick, 
except the didtatcs of his own heart, which 
tell him, that it k evfery man's duty, who 
comes into the world, to ufc his bcft endca- 
rours, however inflgnificant, to leave it as 
much wifer, and as much better as he can. 
Induced by this motive alone he at firft un- 
dertook this'Inquiry -, and now, aftiiated by 
the fame principle, and unprovoked by all 
the fenfelefs mifapprehenfions, and malici- 
ous mifconftrudtions, with which it has 
been tortured, he will here, with all pof- 
fible concifenefs, endeavour to explain thofe 
^ parts of it, which have been fo mifunder- 

ftood, or mifreprefented, and give fatisfac- 

tion 



« 



PREFACE. iii 

tion to ialJ, who arc cither able or willing to 
underftand ic. 

The firft Letter treats of Evils in gene- 
ral, and endeavours to prove, that they all 
owe their exiftence, not to any volunury 
admiffion of a benevolent Creator, but to 

■ 

the heceflity of their own natures, that is, to 
the impoflibility of excluding them from 
any fyftem of created beings whatever 5 and 

that in all fuch fyftems, however wifely con- 
trived, they muft have, and muft at all 
times have had a place. Againft this, but 
one material objedlion has been urged 5 
which is this, that, in order to make room 
for this neceflity of Evil, the real exiftence 
of aparadifiacal ftate is reprcfented as at all 
times impoffible ; and confequently, the 
Mofaick account of that ftate is utterly cx-^ 
ploded, on which the wholpfabrick of the 

B 2 Chrif- 
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Chriftian Religion is crefted. How far the 
literal belief of that account is cffential to 
the true faith of a Chriftian, need not be 
here decided ; becaufe not the leaft mention 
of it is made in this Letter : and therefore 
this objeftion is intirely founded on a mif- 
take. The argument there made ufe of, is 
only this, that fome have endeavoured to 
juftify the goodnefs of God from the intro- 
dudion of Evil, by afferting, that at the 
beginning there was no fuch thing, but that, 
at firft, all creation came out of his omni- 
potent hand, endued with abfoluteperfeuli- 
on, and free from all Evil, both Natural and 
inoral : to Ihew, that this was an ancient 
opinion, fome lines are quoted from Ovid's 
Metamorphofis, defcribing the Golden Age, 
in fuch a ftate of perfeft happinefs and in- 
nocence ; on which the Author, thinking 

them to be no part of any one's Creed, ima- 
gined 
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gined himfelf at liberty to obferve, that 
from the nature of man, and the nature of 
this terreftrial globe, which he inhabits,' the 
real exiftence of fuch a Hate feemed impof- 
fible ; and therefore, that thefe defcrjptions 
of it could be nothing more, than amufing 
dreams, and inchanting fables. This bears 
not the lead reference to the Mofaick Ac- 
count of Farad ife, in which fuch a State of 
abfolute perfeflion, void of all Evil, is fo 
far from being defcribed, that the Serpent, 
or the Devil, the parent of all Evil, is one 
of the principal charadters of that Hiftory ; 
which therefore by no means contradicts 
the propoficion here aflerted. 

The fecond Letter undertakes to ftiew, 
that Evils of Impcrfedlion are in truth no 
Evils at all ; but only the abfence of com- 
parative good, rcfulting folcly from the ne- 

B 3 ceffary 
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cdflfei^ inferiority of fotnc Beings wifth re- 
gard to others^ which cannot be prevented 
in a fjrflicm of creation, whofe very eflence 

cortfifts in a dt^Hn of fubordination;, de- 
fcertdirtg frdmi irifiteii* perfefti^oh to abfo- 
lute nothing. T6 this likewife one objec- 
tion only has been rnade ; which i«, that no 
foch chain of fubordinate Beings, reaching 
from mfinite pefrfeftibn to abfolute nothing, 
can, in fad, cxiff ; for this notafblc rcaifon 5 
becaufe nO being can approach next to infi- 
nite perFeftion ; fior any be contiguotrs to 
nothing. But this argument being no more 
than a quibble on metaphyfical terms, to 
which no precife ideas are affixed, neither 
deferves, nor is capable of an anfwer. 

The third Letter treats of Natural Evils ; 

V 

^^and att::mpts to fhew that moft of thefcr, 
which we complain of, are derived like- 
wife 
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wHe from the fame fburce ; that is, from 
the imperfedion of out Datures, and our 

flation in the univerfal fyftem : to tMs are 
added three conjediures ; firft, that many of 
our miierks may be owbg to fonre fecret» 

but invincible difpofition in the nature of 
things, that renders it impradkicable to pro- 
duce pleafure exclufive of pain ; a certain 
degree of which muft therefore be endured 
by individuals, for the happincfs and wetl- 
being of the \^rholc: fecondly, that many 
other of our miferies may be inflidted on us 
by the agency of fuperior Beings, to whofe 
benefit they may poflibly be as conducive 
as the deaths and fufFerings of inferior ani- 
. mals are to ours : and, laftly, that by the 
ancient doflrine of Tranfmigration, the mi- 
feries, which for the fake of general utility 
we are obliged to fufFcr in one life, may be 
recompenfed in another, and fo the divine 

B 4 good- 
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goodnefs be fufiicicntly juftified from the 
^dmiflion of them all. To every one of 
thefe fome objeftions have been made : 
againfl: the firft it has been alledged, that 

this impra£ticalrility to produce pleafure, 
without pain, whence arifes this utility of 
the fufierings of individuals for the good 
of the whole, is meerly a produdbion of 

■ 

the Author's own daring imagination, 
founded on no reafon, and fupported by 
no proof. To which he anfwers, that he 
propofes it as a conjefture only -, but cannot 

think it ill-founded, fince it is confirmed 
by the appearance of every thing around 
us, and (ince it is reafonable to believe, 
that a benevolent Creator would not have 
permitted his creatures to have fufFered on 
any other terms. In ridicule bf the fe- 
^ond conjefturc, it h^s been afked, with an 

air 
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air of humour, whether we can think it 
credible, that fuperior beings fhould ride, 
or hunt, qr roaft, or eat us, as we make 
ufe of inferior animals ? Which queftion is 
moft properly to be anfwered by another : 
whether, in the unbounded fyftem of crea- 
tion, there may not be numberlefs methods, 
by which beings of different orders may be 
fubfervient to each others ufes, totally above 
the reach of our comprehenfions ? To 
doubt of which would be like the incredu- 
lity of the ignorant peafant, who can fcarce 
be perfuaded to believe that there is any 
thing in the world, fome fpecinien of which 
he has not beheld within the narrow limits 
of his own parifli. To the laft it is objeded, 
that the doftrine of Tranfmigration being 
only the fanciful and exploded opinion of 
fome ancient Phrlofophers, in the times of 
darknefs, ought not, by the Author, to 

have 
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have been here advanced in dircdk contra- 
didion to the faith and tenets of the Cbrif-* 
tian religion : to which he replies, that he 
neither propofes this dodrine as aii article 
of his own belief, or impofes it on others ; 
but mentions it only as the moR. rational 
conjecture of the human mind, uninformed 

by fupernatural afliftance concerning a fu- 
ture ftate : that it is confirmed by Revela- 
tion he does not pretend, but that it diie&Iy 
contradifts it, by no means appears ; fo fi- 

lent are the Scriptures concerning the ftate 
of the foul between death and the refurrefti- 
on, that the moft learned divines ftili widely 
differ on that fubjeftjfome maintaining that 
it enters inimediately into a ftate of retribu- 
tion ; others, of fleep; and others, of pur- 
gation from paft offences: why therefore 
is it more repugnant to the fenfc of thefe 
writings, to fuppofe, that it may poflibly 

animate 
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anitnaCe other bodies during that period, 
and, at the laft day, receive fuch punilh- 
mcnts or rewards as is due on the whole 
account of its paft behaviour ? Thus the 
probability of every one of thefe conjeftures 
feems. to be ftifBciently eftabHflied, and they 
appear perfeftly confiftent with reafon, and 
not at all contradiftory to revelation. 

The fourth Letter endeavours to account 
for Moral Evit : the moft arduous part of 
the whole undertaking ; to which end it at- 
tempts to Ihew, that the common opinion, 
which derives it folely from the abufe of 
free-will in man, is inefFeftual for that pur- 
pofe ; and that therefore, though its very 
efience confifts in the produdion of Natu- 
ral Evil, yet it could never have been ad- 
mitted into the works of a juft and bene- 
flcent Creator, if it had not fome remote 
and collateral tendency to univerfal good. 
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by anfwcring fome ends beneficial to the 
immenfe and incomprehenfible whole : 
one of which may pofllbly be the conver- 
fion of unpreventable miferies into juft pu- 
nifhment by the p roduftion of guilt, with- 
out which they muft have been inflided 
on perfect innocence. To this account of 
the Origin of Moral Evil, not only many 
weighty objedlions have been made, but 
on it many imputations have been laid, of 
a mod formidable nature, as that it makes 
God the caufe of all wickednefs, deftroys 
Free-will in man, and confequently roots 
up the foundation of all Virtue and Mora- 

lity whatever 5 and it is, moreover, charged 
with inconfiftency and felf-contradiftion 
thro' every part. To all this the Author 
replies only, that he is affured, that, if any 
intelligent reader will perufe the whole Let- 
ter together with candor, and attention, it 

will 
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v^ill evidently appear that thefe accufatiohs 
are entirely groundlcfs. He makes no man- 
ner of doubt, but that man is endued with 
Free-will, and isjuftly punifliable for the 

abufe of it ; and hopes he has fo exprefled 
him/elf, through this whole piece, as to 
leave no uncertainty of his opinion on that 

queflion : all he means is, that though the 
abufe of Free-will is undoubtedly the im- 
mediate caufe of Moral Evil, yet it cannot 

from thence derive its original admiffion 
into the works of a benevolent Creator ; 
becaufe man, not being a fclf-exiftent and 
independent being, muft receive that Will 
itfdf, together with his nature and forma- 
tion, from the fupreme Author of all things: 
for which reafon he cannot apprehend, that 
the general wickcdnefs of mankind can 
be an accident proceeding from their unfore- 
fcen wrong eledions, by which the whole 

be- 



xiv PREFACE. 

benevpleni fyftem is defeated ; but muft be 
^ part, and a material part too, of the ori^ 
ginal plan of creation, wifely calculated by 
the incomprehenfible operations of vice, and 
punifliment, to promote the good and hap- 
pinefs of the whole. For, tp aflert, that any 
thing has happened which God did not in- 
tend, or that he intended any thing which 
did not happen, is a language, which may 
be allowed to the Poet, or the Orator, but 
neverto the Philofopher ; unlfefs we can fup- 
pofe, that Omnifcience can be difappointed, 
and Omnipotence defeated. As to Incon- 
fiftency, he denies not the charge ; but be- 
lieves he is not more inconfiftent than all 
who have undertaken to write on the fame 
fubjeft : the Scriptures themfelves are guil- 
ty of the fame feeming incon fiftency on this 
head ; they all reprefent Man as a Being 
perfeftly free, punifhable, and puniflied for 
I his 
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his mifbehaviour ; yet as conftantly fpeak 
of hitn as a creature deriving all his thought, 
will, and difpofitions from his Creator, and 
under his perpetual inSuence, anddiredion: 
the appearance of inconfiftency in which 
two p(SQpoiitions, both undoubtedly true, 
proceeds only from our ignorance in the na- 
ture, and limits of free-will, and divine in- 
fluence, and our inability to comprehend 
them. ' In the latter part of this Letter, a 
few hints are flung out, to fliew that on 
the principles of the foregoing theory fome 
of the moft abftrufe doftrines of the Chrif- 
tian revelation, of original fin, grace, pre- 
defl:ination,and vicarious punilhment might 
be rendered reconcileable to the ftrifteft rea- 
fon ; a propofal from whence furely much 
advantage might accrue to the caufe of 

Chriftianity in general, and by which pofli- 
bly fome articles of our own Church might 

be 
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be proved to be much lefs incompatible 
with common fenfe than they are thought 
to be by all thofe, who will not fubfcribe 
them, and by many, who do : with this,' 
two clafles of men are particularly oflfen- 
ded 5 the rational diflenters, as they pleafe 
to call themfelves, and theMethodifts: the 
former of thefe having arbitrarily expunged 
out of their Bibles every thing, which ap- 
pears to them contradiftory to reafon, that 
is, to their own reafon, or in other words, 
every thing which they cannot underftand, 
are difpleafed to fee thofe tenets explained, 
which they have thought proper to reje6l : 
the latter having embraced thefe very doc- 
trines only becaufe they appeared unintel- 
ligible, are unwilling to fee them cleared up, 
and afraid left thofe dark and thorny covers 
fhould be laid open, under which they 

have fo long ftieltered themfelves from the 

rays 
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^ays of rcafon : with either of thefe all der 
bate would be vain> and ufelefs, becaufe the 

firft, though for the mofl: part honeft, re- 
ligious and learned men, are unable to 

comprehend any reafoning, which foars 

above the limits of their own confined lite- 

rature, and education ; and the others are 

determined to liften to no reafoning at all, 

having with all reafon and common-fenfe 

declared eternal warfare. 

The defign of the fifth Letter is to Ihew, 
that in the government of fuch imperfcft 
creatures as men over each other there muft 
be much unavoidable Evil : that all human 
governments, whether of the monarchical^^ 
popular, or mixed kinds, were at firft foun* 
ded on force or intereft, and muft ever be 

fupported by the fame means, that is, by 
compulfion, or corruption^ both of which 

C twxft. 
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xnuft be produftive of innumerable Evils : 
thac thefe ought not to be imputed to God, 
becaufe he could not have prevented them 
without the totd alteration of human na- 
tures much lefs can they be eradicated bf 
men ; but that they may in fome meafure 
be leflened by the diminution of Moral £- 

vil, from which all Political Evils are dc* 
rived ; and therefore that we ought quiet- 
ly to fubmit to thefe Evils, when they do 
not arife to any intolerable degree, and to 
apply principally that remedy to the faults 
of government, which is ever the moft effec- 
tual, that is, the amendment of our own. 
It is no wonder, that a Icllbn {o difagree* 
able to the reftlefs humours dT moft men, 
and fo repugnant to the arts and ends 
of fa&ion, (hould call up againft the Author 
many opponents, who have Hberaiiy be* 

ftgwed on him the titles of an enemy to 

Liberty, 
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X^berty^ and an advocate for corruption, 
with the fame juftice that a phyfickn might 
be ftiled an enemy to health, and an ad- 
vocate for the gout, who in that diflemper 
prefcribes patience, and temperance, rather 
than fuch inflaming medicines as might 
convert it into a more dangerous difeafe. 
All th^t he has aflerted in this Letter a- 
mounts to no more than this : that no go- 
vernment can fubfift without fome princi- 
ple of governing ; that is, that men cannot 
be governed without fome means by which 
their obedience can be obtained ; a pro- 
pofition, which feems as inconteflible, as 
that every cflfeft muft have a caufe. That 
all government, mufl: be difagreeable to 
thofe who are governed is demonftrable 
from the nature and eflfence of government 
itfelf, which being nothing more than a 
compulfion of individuals to aft in fuch a 

C a man- 
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manner in fupport of fociety as they ai 
neither wife nor honeft enough to do froi 
^c fuggeftions of their own heads, or heart 
this compulfion muil be contrary to boi 
their judgments, and inclinations, andcoi 
fequently difagreeable, and for that reafc 

perpetually relifted: fome method mv 
therefore be made ufe of to overcome th 
refiftanpe, ahd what that method can b 

except force, or ihtereft, he cannot find ou 
he is an advocate for neither,' except fro 

their neceffity, and, if any one will poi. 
out another, he will readily declare his d: 
approbation of them both. 

The (ixth and lad: letter proceeds up 
the fame plan as the reft, and endea vot 
to ihew, that religious Evils, that is, t 
defcds fo vifible in all human religior 

and the mifchievous confequences refuld 

frc 
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from them» are not owing to any want of 
wifdom or goodnefs in our Creator, but 
proceed, like all others, from our nature, 
and fituation, and the impradicability of 
giving a perfed religion to an imperfect 
creature. In order to explain this it was 
neceilary to point out the particular imper- 

feAions, which in fa£t do exifl in all human 
religions, whether natural or revealed ; not 
with any defign to depreciate the one, or 
to invalidate the authority of the other, but 
only to accoatit for them confidently with 
God's . DaHU^m and benevolence : thofe 
charged upon natural religion have been 
readily enough agreed to, but thofe impu- 
ted to revelation have offended many, who 
have from thence confidered the whole of 
this Inquiry as intended fecretly to under- 
mine the foundations of Chriftianity, than 
which nothing can be more averfe from 
the intentions as well a» from the fenti- 

C 3 tcvRXv\5^ 
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ments of the Author : but indeed many 
late dciftical writers have attacked that re- 
ligion fo unfairly by infinuatmg many ca- 
vils, which they dared not exprefs, that 
they have made it very difficult for any one 
to treat freely on that fubjeft, without in- 
curring the fufpicion of the fame infince- 
rity : of all fuch diflngenuous artifices the 
Author fincerely declares his utmoft detef- 
tatidn, and begs to be underftood to mean 
all that he exprefles, and nothing more : 
he folemnly profefles, that by recounting 
thefe imperfeftions, he is fo far from en- 
tertaining any fccret defigns deftrudlive to 
that facred inftitution, that by it he intended 
not only to wreft out of the hands of infi- 
delity thofe weapons, with which it has ever 

been mod fuccefsfully aflfaulted, but aU 
• fo to obviate all thofe doubts and difficul- 
ties, which frequently occur to the minds 

of 
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of thinking men, though no infidels, on 
viewing the deplorable (late in which all 
hiKnan religion has continued throughout 
all ages, and the ineffedual alliftance it has 
received even from this divine interpofi- 
tion itfelf, by no means exempted from 
numberlefs Evils^ and imperfedions : to 
thofe, who perceive none of thefc Imper- 
^ fedions, and confequential Evils, he. means 
not to write, nor defircs to let in any new 
light on their tender organs, which can 
fcrve only to difturb their prefent repofe ; 
nor does he afpire to the honour of work- 
ing for thofe middle lized underftandings, 
who can be well fitted with ready made ar- 
guments from every Pulpit : to the learn- 
ed, impartial, fagacious, and inquificive, 
he alone applies, the eftablifhing one of 
whom in a rational and well-grounded be- 
lief of the Chriftian Religion docs more 

C 4 real 
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real fervice to that caufe, than the inlifting 
legions undJ^r that denomination whofe im- 
moveable faith proceeds only from their ig- 
norance ; that is, who believing without 

• • • 

any rcafon, can poffibly have no reafoa 
for doubting. To account for the cor- 
ruption of religion it was neccflary to fpe- 
cify the particular . abufes, and abufers of 
it : ^d here the Author could fcarcely q- 
verlook the Clergy : but he hopes that no- 
thing has efcaped his pen, that can throw 
the leaft reflection upon them as Clergy, 

but as men only, fubjed to the fame im- 
pcrfcdlions, and aftuated by the fame paf- 
fions as other men, and purfuing the ends 
of fclf-intereft and ambition by the fajne 
paths, in which all others would have trod, 
conduced by the fame temptations, and 
opportunities ; he has treated them with no 
^ more freedom than he has done Princes and 

Parlia- 
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Parliaments, Minifters and Patriots, Con- 
querors and Heroes, and his work would 
admit of no partiality ; fure he is, that no- 
thing he has faid can bear the moft diftant 

relation .to the prefent Clergy of this coun- 
try, whom he fincerely thinks are a body 
of men as honed, learned, and unprejudi^ 
£ed, as ever exifted, and for whofe per- 
fons and prbfef&on, he has the higheQ: re- 
gard. In another part of this Letter there 
is an afTertion, which has given fome of- 
fence ; which is, that every religion muft 
be corrupted as foon as it becomes efta-^ 
bliibed : this has been thought a refledtion 
upon all national churches, and a perfua- 
fion to fchifm, and diffention ; but thofc, 
who think thus, totally mjfapprchend the 
tenor of this whole work, which endea- 
vours to prove, that every thing human 
muft be attended with Evils, which there- 
fore 
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fore ought to be fubmitted to with patience 
and refignation ; that many imperfedions 
witi adhere to all governments and religi- 
ions in the hands of men^ but that thefe, 
unlefs they rife to an intolerable degree, 
will not juftify our refiftance to the onev or 
our difiention from the other : the affertion 
itfelf, the Author cannot retraft, but the 
inference, which he defircs may be drawn 
from it, is by no means favourable to diflen* 
Jtions, becaufe from them he can perceive no 
remedy, which can accrue to thefe Evils : 
for if it was every one's duty to defert a 
national church on account of thofe cor- 
ruptions which proceed from its eftablilh- 
ment, and this duty was univerfally com- 
pfied with, let us fee the confequence ! one 

ft 

of thefe things muft neceflarily follow ; ei- 
ther that fome diflention of fuperior purity, 
which ufually arifcs from its being a diflen- 
tion. 
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tion, muft be cftablilhcd in its room ; or 
no religion mufl: be eftablifhed at all : if 
the firft of thefe methods fhould take place, 
the end propofed by it would by itfcif be en- 
tirely defeated -, becaufe that purer religion 
which was eftabliflied would by that very 
eftablifhment become equally corrupt with 
that which was deferted, and fo the fame 
reafon would eternally remain for a new 
diffention : if the latter fhould be taken» 
that is, to eftablifh no religion at all ; this 
would be fo far from producing the inten- 
ded reformation, that it would let in fuch 
an inundation of enthufiafm, and contra- 
diftory abfurdities, as muft in a Abort time 
deftroy not only all religion, but all peace, 
and morality whatever : of which no one 
can entertain the leaft doubt, who is not 
totally unacquainted both with the nature,^ ' 
and hiftory of mankind. From, whence i^ 
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is plain, that all diiTentions from a national 
church, not; in itfelffmful, arifefrom igno- 
rance; that is, from a kind of fhort-fighted- 
ncfs, which enables men to pry out every 
imperfeftion within their reach, but pre- 
vents their difcerning the more remote ne- 
ceffity for thofe imperfedlions, and the dan- 
gers of amending them. 

To conclude : the Authpr of this Inqui- 
ry having heard it fo much, and as he 
thought fo unjuftly calumniated, has re- 
viewed it with all poffible care and im- 
partiality 5 and though he finds many things 
in the ftyle, and compofition, which have 
need enough of amendment, he fees no- 
thing in the fentimcnts which ought to be 
retraced. His intentions *vere to reconcile 
the numerous evils fo confpicuous in the 
Creation with the wifdom, power and good- 

nefs 
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nefs of the Creator ; to (hew, that no more 
of them are i^dmitced by him, than are ne- 
ceflfary towards promoting univerfal good ; 
and from thence to perfwade men to an 
intire refignation to his all-wife, but in- 
comprehenfible difpenfations. To afcertain 
the nature of virtue, and to enforce the 
pradlice of it: to prove the certainty of a 
future ftate, and the juftice of the rewards 
and puni(hments that will attend it : to re- 
commend fubmiffion to national govern- 
ments, and conformity to national jeligi- 
ons, notwithftanding the Evils and Defedb, 
which muft unavoidably adhere to them : 
and laftly, to fhew the excellence and cre- 
dibility of the Chriftian revelation, to re- 
concile fome of its moft abftrufe doftrines 
with rcafon, and to anfwer all thofe objefti- 
ons to its authority, which have been drawn 

from 
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from its iniperfeftions, and abufes, Thcfe, 
and thefe only were the intentions of the 
Author ; and if after all, a work fo defigned, 
hqwever unably executed, fhoiild by the 
united force of ignorance, and malevolence, 
of faftipn, bigotry, and enthufiafm, be re- 
prefented as introdu6tiveof fatalifm, immo- 
rality, flavery, corruption, and infidelity, 
he fhall be little concerned, and fhall only 
look upon it as an additional inftance of 
that Imperfeftion of mankind, which he 

has here treated of : from them he defires 
only an exemption from calumny : honour 
and applaufe he has not the vanity to hope 
for ; thefe, he knows, they beftow hot on 
their benefaftors, or inftruftors, but re- 
ferve for thofe alone, who deceive, difturb, 
and deftroy them, 

LET- 
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LETTER I. 

On Evil id geiiefal, 
S I Ri 

HA V I N G enjoyed the pleafure of ma- 
ny accidental conferences with you 

on metaphyfical, moral, political, and re- 
ligious fubjedts ; on which you ever feemcd 
to converfe with more fagacity, as well as 
more candor, than is ufual on the like oc- 
calions ; 1 imagined it might not be un- 

> 

entertaining either to you^ or myielf, to put 
together my fc'ntiments on thefc important 
topics, and communicate them to you frpm 
time to time as the abfence of bufinefs, or 
of more agreeable amufements may afFdrd 

D Tcv^ 
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me opportunity. This I propofe to do un* 
der the generai Title of an Inquiry into the 
Nature and Origin of Evil j an Inquiry, 
which will comprehend them all, and 
which, I think, has never been attended 
to with that diligence it dcferves, nor with 
that fuccefs, which might have been hoped 
for from that little that has been beftow'd 
upon it. The right underftariding of this 
abftrufe fpeculation, I look upon to be the 

only folid foundation, on which any ration- 
al fyflem of Ethicks can be built ; for it 
feems impoflible, that men fhould ever ar- 
rive at any juft ideas of their Creator, or his 
Attributes, any proper notions of their re- 
lation to him, or their duty to each other, 
without firft fettling in their minds fome 
fatisfaftbry folution of this important Quef- 
tion. Whence came Evil? Whilft we find 
ourfelves liable to innumerable miferies m 

this 
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this life; apprehcnfive of ftill greater in 
another, and can give no probable account 
of this our wretched fituation^ whatfenti- 
ments muft we entertain of the juftice apd 
benevolence of our Creator, who placed us 
in it, without our follicitations, or confent ? 

The works of the Creadon iufficiently de- 
mopftr^jyte his cxiftence, their beauty, pcc- 
fcdipn ^nd mi^gniBcence, his infinite power 
. aotd wifdom ; but it is the Happinefs bnly^ 
which we enjoy, or hope for^ which can 
convince us of his Goodnefs. 

It is the fplution therefore of this ittipdr*^ 
taiic queftion ;alone, that can afcertain the 
moral Charafteriftic of God, and upon 
that only mud: all human Virtue eternally 
depend. 

D 2 t( 
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If there's a power above us, 
(And that there is all Nature cries aloud 
Thro* all her works) he muft delight in 

Virtue, 
And that, which he delights in, muft be 

happy. 

But (hou'd this divine reafoning of the phi- 
lofopher be at laft inconclufive ; cou'd we 
once entertain fuch blafphemous notions of 
the Supreme being, as that He might not 
delight in Virtue, neither adhere to it him- 
felf, nor reward it in others ; that He could 
make any part of his creation miferable* 
or fufFer them to make themfelves fo, with- 
out a juft caufe, and a benevolent end; 
all moral confiderations muft be vain, and 
ufclefs 5 we can have no rule by which to 
direct our aftions, nor if we had, any kind 

of obligation to purfue it -, nor in this cafe 

can 
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:an any Re^relation in the leaft aflifl us, 
:he belief of all Revelation being in its own 
lature fubfequent, not only to the belief 
rf God's cxiftence, but of his juftice and 
i^eracity 5 for if God can injure us, he may 
ilfo deceive us ; and then there is an end 
:>{ all diftindions between good and evil, 
:ruth and faifehood, and of all confidence 
in God or man. 

I meati not by this to infinuate the leafb 
poffibility of a doubt concerning the Juftice 
or Goodhefs of our Creator, but only to 
{hew the importance of this Inquiry, and 
the utility of it towards fettling our notions 
of his Attributes, and the regulation of our 
own behaviour in conformity to them. I 
intend not by it to prove the benevolence 
of God, but to reconcile the miferies we fee 
and fufFer, with that uncontrovertable bene- 

- D 3 ^ volence : 
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volence : I defign not to (he^ that God ap- 
proves Virtue ; hut that the admtflioh of 
moral Evil is not inconfiftent with, that un- 
doubted approbation : nor would I be un- 
derftodd to ^ert, that our obligation to 
be virtuous depends on this abftrufe Spe- 
culation, but only that ouf right under- 
Handing it will remove all doubts concernr 
ing the nature of virtue, and our obliga- 
tion to purfue it, and fix them on the moft 
firm, and immoveable Bafis. 

To find out therefore, how Evil of any 
Icind can be the produftion of infinite 

Goodnefs, pined with infinite power, (hould 
be the firft ftep in all our religious in- 
quiries J the examination into which won-? 
derful paradox will lead us into many ufe^ 
ful and fublime truths ; and its perfedt 
comprchenfion, was that polTible for our 

narrow 
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larrow capacities, would, I doubt not, 
nake as furprifing difcoveries in the Mo- 
al World, as mathematical and phyfical 
Lnowledgc have in the Natural. 

To clear up this difficulty, fomc ancient 
Philofophers have had recourfe to the fup- 
>ofition of two firft Caufes, one Good, and 
he other Evil, perpetually, counterafling 
sach other's defigns. This fyftem was af- 
:erwards adopted by the Manicbaan Here- 
y, and has fine? been defended by the in- 
yenious Monf. Bayle: but as the fuppofi- 
tlon of two firft Caufes is even in itfclf 
I contradiction, and a^ the whole fcheme 
las been demonftrated by the beft me- 
aphyfical Writers to be as falfe as it is 
mpious, all further arguments to dif- 
Drove it would be ncedlcfs. 

D 4 Others 
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Others have endeavoured to account for 
this by the introdudion of a Golden Age, 
or Par2idinacal State, in which all was in- ' 
nocence and happinefs. 

Fcena metufque aherant^ nee verba mina" 
cia fixo 
JEre legebantuTy nee fupplex turba Hmebant 
Judicis or a fui 5 fed erant fine vindice tuti. 

When Man yet new, 
No rule but uncorrupted reafon knew, 
And with a native bent did Good pur- 

fue; 

UnforcM by punifliment, unaw'd by fear, 
His words were fimple, and his foul fin- 
cere : 
Ncedlcfs was written Uw, when none op- 

preft, 
The law of Man was written in his bread : 

No 
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o fuppliant crowds before the Judge ap- 
pear' d, 
o court crefted yet,* nor caufe was heard, 
ut all was fafe, for Confcience wis their 
Guard. 

Vr erat aternum^ placidifque tepentibus auris 
dulcebant Zepbyri natosfme femineflores ; 
dox etiam fruges tellus inarata ferehat^ 
\[ec renovatus ager gravidis canehat ariftis^ 

^lumina jam laMis^ jam fiumina neSlaris /- 
hant^ 

^lavaque de viridi ftillahant ilice mella. 

rhc flowVs unfown in fields and meadows 

' reign'd, 
^nd Weftern Winds immortal Spring 

maintain'd. 
n following years the bearded corn enfu'd 
*'rom Earth unalk'd, nor was that Earth * 
renewed." 

FCQtXV 
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From veins of valleys milk and 

broke. 
And honey fweated from the pores c 

Amufing dreams ! as abfurd in phik 

as in poetry delightful ! For though it 
bable, from the mod ancient hiftoi 
well as from analogy drawn from the 
Nature's prodiiftions, that the Work 
be more happy and more innocent ir 
fancy, than in more advanced Ages; ) 
k could ever be totally free from Vi 

Mifery, may eafily, I think, be ; 
impoflible, both from the nature < 
terreftrial Globe, and the nature of 
habitants. So that thefe inchanting 
can in faft never have exiftcd : but, 

had, the Ihort duration of this per 
is equally inconfiftent with infinite ] 
joined to infinite Wifdom and Go( 
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as any original ifnperfc61:ion whatever. Fa- 
bles then of this kind can never in the 
leaft account for the Origin of Evil : they 
are all but mean expedients, which will ne- 
ver be able to take away the difficulty, and 
can at mod but obfcure it, by fbifting it 
a little backward into a lefs clear light ; 
like that Indian philofophy, accounting for 
the fupport of the World, which informs 
us, that it is fudained by a vafl: Elephant, 
that Elephant by a Tortoife, and then pru- 
dently drops any further inquiry. 

The Divines and Moralifts of later ages 
ieem perfedly fatisfied that they have loof- 

ed this Gordian knot, by imputing the 
fourcc of all Evil to the abufe of Free-will 
in Created Beings. God, they fay, never 
defign*d any fuch thing fliould exift as E- 
vil, moral or natural ; but that giving to 

fome 
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fome beings, for good and wife purpofcs, 
a power of Free* agency, they perverted 
this power to bad ends, contrary to his in- 
tentions and commands ; and thus their ac- 
cidental wicked nefs produced confequential 
Mifery. But to fuppofe in this manner, 
that God intended all things to be good 

and happy, and at the fame time gave be- 
ing to creatures able and willing to obftruft 
his benevolent defigns, is a notion fo in- 
confiftent with his wifdom, goodnefs, om- 
nifcience, and omnipotence, that it fcems 
equally unphilofophical, and more evident- 
ly abfurd than the other. They have been 

led into this error by ridiculoufly judging 
of the difpenfation of a Creator to his crea- 
tures, by the fame rules which they apply 
to the dealings of Men towards each other ; 
between which there is not the leaft propor- 
tion or fimilitudc. A Man who endea- 
vours. 
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vours, to the utmoft of his power, to make 
others virtuous and happy, however unfuc- 
cefsful, isfufficiently juflified ; but in a Be- 
ing omnipotent and omnifcient, the Caufe 
of all caufcs, the Origin of all though t^ 
will, and a£tion ; who fees all things pail, 
prefent^ and to come, in one inftantaneous 
view, the cafe is widely different ; his aftivc 
and permiflive will mud be exactly the 
fame ; and, in regard to him, all confe- 

quential and future Evils, through every 
moment of tinfte, are adually prefent. 

Since therefore none of thefe pretended 
folutions can, I am certain, give fuch facif- 
faftion to your comprehenfive underftand- 
ing, let us now try to find out one more 
rational, and more confident with the ana^ 
logy of every thing around us. 

That 
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That there is a Supreme Being infinite* 

ly powerful, wife and benevolent, the great 
Creator and Preferver of all things, is a 
truth Co clearly demonftrated, that it fhall 
be here taken for granted. That there is 
alfo in the univerfal fyftem of things, the 
works of his almighty hand, much mifcry 
and wickednefs, that is, much natural and 
moral Evil, is another truth, of which eve* 
ry hour's fatal experience cannot fail to 
convince us. How thefe two undoubted, 
yet feeming contradiftory truths can be re- 
conciled, that is, how Evils of any IbrC 
could have place in the works of an omni- 
potent and good Being, is very difficult to 
account for. If we aflert that he could not 

prevent them, we deftroy his power; if 
that he would not, we arraign his goodnefs j 
and therefore his power and goodnefs can- 
not both be infinite. 

8 But 
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But however conclufive this argument 
nay fecm, there is fomewhcre or other an 
rror in it ; and this error I take to arife 
Tom otir wrong notions of Omnipotence. 
Dmnipotence cannot work contradidions, - 
C can only effeft all poflible things. But 
b little are we acquainted with the whole 
'yftem of nature, that we know not what 
ire poffible, and what are not : but if we 
may judge from that conftant mii:ture of 
pain with pleafure, and of inconvenience 
with advantage, which we mud obferve in 
every thing around us, we have rcafon 
to conclude, that to endue created beings 
with perfe4ioa» that is, to produce Good 
exclufive of Evil, is one of thofe impoffi- 
bilities which even infinite Power cannot 
accdmplifh. 

The true folution then of this incompre- 
henfible paradox muft be this, that all Evils 
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owe their exiftence folely to the neceffity 
of their own natures, by which I mean 
they could not poffibly have been prevent* 
ed, without the lofs of fome fuperior Good^ 
or the permiffion of fome greater Evil than 
themfelvesj or that many Evils will una- 
voidably infinuate thcmfelves by the natu- 
ral relations and circumftances of things in^' 

10 themoft perfeft fyftem of Created Beings, 
even in oppofition to the will of an almigh- 
ty Creator, by reafon they cannot be eit- 
cluded without working contradiftions ; 
which not being proper objedls of power, 
it is no diminution of Omnipotence to af- 
firm that it cannot efFedb them* 

And here it will be proper to make a 
previous apology for an expreffion, which 

will frequently occur in the following pages, 
which isj that God cannot do fuch and fuch 

things : 
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logs : by which is always to be under- 
K)d not any retrenchment of the divine 
mnipotence, but only that fuch things 
; in their own natures imprafticable, and 
ipoflible to be perfornred* 

That the Almighty (hould be thus limi- 
d, and circumfcribed by the nature of 
ings, of which he himfclf is the Author^ 
ay to fome feem not very intelligible : but 
rely it is not at all difficult to conceive^ 

lat in every poffiblc method of ordering^ 
ifpofing^ and framing the univerfal fyf- 
\vci of things, fuch numberlefs inconve- 
iencies might neceflarily arife, that all that 
ifinite Power and Wifdom could do, was 
) make choice of that method^ which Was 
trended with the leaft and feweft ; and this 
ot proceeding from any dcfeft of power in 
id' Creator i but from that imperfeStion 

E which 
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ivhich i^ inherent b the nature of all crea-* 
ted things* 

This neccflity, I im^inef, is what the An- 
cients meant by Fate, to which they fancied 
that Jupiter J and all the Gods, were obli- 
ged to fubmit, and which was to be con- 
trouled by no power whatever. The Stmh 
feem to have had fome dark and onintellH 
gible notions of this kind, which they nd- 
Cher underftood themfelves, nor knew hxyft 
to explain to others ; that the untradable« 
nefs of Matter was the caufe of Evil ; that 
God would have made all things perfeft, 

but that there was in Matter an evil bias, 
repugnant to his benevolence, which drtw 
another way, whence arofe all manner of 
Evils. Of the like kind is a Maxim of the 
fame PhilofopherSy That Pain is no Evil ; 

which, if aflerted with regard to the indi- 
viduals who fufFer it, is downright nonfenfe^ 

5 but 
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but if confidered is it afFe£i;s the utiiverfal 
Syftem, is an undoubted truth, and means 
only that there is no more pain in it than 
what is ncceffary to the prodjudtton of hap- 
pinefs. How iftany foever of thefe Evils 
then force themfelves into the Creation, fo 
.long as the Good prepoliderates, it is a 
work well worthy of Infinite Wifdom and 
Benevolence ; and, notwithilanding the im- 
perfedions of its parts, the whole is moft 
undoubtedly perfeft. 

Hence then we may plainly fee that 
much Evil may exiCt, not at all incdnfiftent 
with the power and goodnefs of God : and 

the further we purfue this due, the more wc 
fhzll at every ftep difcern new lights break 
out, which will difcover clearly number- 
le(s examples, where the infinite power 
and goodnefs of God is fairly reconcileable 

£ 2 with 
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with the mifery and wickednefs of his Crea;- 
tures, from the impoflibility of preventing 
them ; and if, in the very fmall part of the 
tiniverfal Syftem that lies within the reach 
of our imperfeA capacities, ipany inftances 

of this kind appear, in which they are vi- 
fibly conOftent, we ought with the utmoft 
aflbrance to conclude, what is undoubtedly 
true, that they arc really fo in all, tho* we 
are not able to comprehend them. This ii 
the kind of Faith moft worthy of the Jiuman 
underftanding, and moft meritorious in the 
fight of God, as it is the offspring of Rea- 
fpn, as well as the Parent of all Virtue and 
Rcfig.nation to the juft,, but unfcrutablc, 
difpenfatipna of Providence, 

But, in order more clearly to explain this 
abftrufe fpeculation, it will be neceflary to 
divide Evils into their diScrent fpecics, and 

be- 
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ftow on each a feparate conflderation. 
his I (hall do under the following heads : 
i^ils of Imperfeftion, Natural Evils, Mo- 
l Evils, Political Evils, and Religious 
vils, which, I think, will comprehend 

oft of thofe to which human Nature is 

ihappily liable. And now. Sir, left I 
ould add one more Evil to this melan- 

loly Catalogue, which is that of a long 
id tedious Epiftlc, I fhall referve the ex- 
nination into each of thefe particulars for 
€ fubjedl of a future Letter ; and con- 
udc this by affuring you, that I am, 

S I R, &c. 
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LETTER II. 

On Evils of Imperfedion. 

SIR, 

IN purfuancc of the plan propofcd in 
my laft, I (Hall now proceed to exa- 
mine into the Nature of each particular 
kind of Evil, and in the firfl: place of thofe 
therein denominated Evils oflmperfeftion; 
which are in truth no Evils at all, but ra- 
ther the abfence of fome comparative 
Good J and therefore I (hall not have oc- 
cafion to detain you long on this part of 
my fubjedt. 

No Syftem can poffibly be formed,, even 
in imagjination, without a fuhordination of 
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parts. Every animal body muft have dif- 
ferent members fubfcrvient to each other ; 

every pifture muft be compofed of various 
colours, and of light and (hade -, all har- 
mony muft be formed of trebles, tenors, 
and bafles ; every beautiful and ufeful edi- 
fice muft confift of higher and lower, more 
and lefs magnificent apartments. This is 
in the very effence of all created things, and 
therefore cannot be prevented by any means 
whatever, unlefs by not creating them at 
all : for which reafon, in the formation of 
the Univerfe, God was obliged, in order 
to carry on that juft fubordination fo qcccf-' 
fary to the very exiftence of the whole, to 
create Beings of different ranks ; and to 
beftow on various fpecies of animals, and 
alfo on the individuals of the fame fpecies, 
various degrees of underftanding, ftrength, 
beauty, and perfe(5tion; to the comparative 

want 
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want of which advantages we give the names 
of folly, weakncfs, deformity, and imperfec- 
tion, and very unjuftly repute them Evils : 
whereas in truth they are blefTings as far as 
they extend, tho* of an inferior degree. 
They are no more aftual Evils, than a 
fmall eftare is a real misfortune, becaufe 
many may be pofleffed of greater. 

Whatever we enjoy, is purely a free gift 
from our Creator •, but that we enjoy no 
more, can never fure be deemed an injury, 
or a juft reafon to queftion his infinite be- , 
nevolence. All our happinefs i$ owing to 
his goodnefs ; but that it is no greater, is 
owing only to ourfelves, that is, to our 
not having any inherent right to any hap- 
pinefs, or even to any exlftence at all. This 
is no more to be imputed to God, than • 
the wants of a beggar to the perfon who 

ha^ 
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has relieved him : that he had fomething^ 

was owing to his benefa^or ; but that ho 
bad no more, only to his original poverty. 

They who look upoa the privation of 
all the good they fee others enjoy, or think 
pofTible for infinite power to beflow, as 
pofitive Evil, underftand not that the Uni- 
verfe is a fyftem whofe very eflence confifts 
in fubordination; a fcale of beings dcfccnd- 
ing by infenfible degrees firom infinite per- 
feftion to abfolute nothing; in which, 
tho' we may juftly expedt to find perfec- 
tion in the whole, could we poflibly com- 
prehend it ; yet would it be the higheft 
abfurdity to hope for it in all its parts, be- 
caufe the beauty and happinefs of the whole 
^ depend altogether on the juft inferiority- of 
its parts, that is, on the comparative im- 

perfec- 
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pcrfcftions of the fcvcral Beings of which 
it is compoled. 

. It would have been no more an inftance 
of God's wifdom to have created no Beings 
but of the higheft and mod perfed: order, 
than it would be of a painter's art, to c<> 
ver his whole piece with one (ingle colour, 
the moft beautiful he could compofe^ 
Had he confined himfelf tq fucb, nothing 
could have exifted but demi-gods, or arch- 
angelSy and then all inferior orders mud 
have been void and uninhabited : but as it 
i^ furely more agreeable to infinite benevo- 
lence, that all thefe (hould be filled up 
with Beings capable of enjoying happinefs 
themfelves, and contributing to that of 
others, they muft neccflarily be filled with 
irffcrior Beings, that is, with fuch as arc 
lefs perfeft, but from whofe cxiftence, not- 
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withftanding that lefs perfeftion, more fell* 
city upon the whole accrues to theUniverfe^ 
than if no fuch had been created. It is 
moreover highly probable that there is fuch 
a connexion between all ranks and orders 

by fubordinate degrees, that they mutu- 
ally fupport each other's exiftence, and eve- 
ry one in its place is abfolutely neceflary 
towards fuftaining the whole vaft and mag^* 
niHcent fabrick. 

You fee therefore, that it is utterly im- 
pradlicable, even for infinite power, to ex- 
clude from Creation this neceflary inferior 
rity of fome Beings in comparifon with 
others. All that it can do is to make each 
as happy as their r^fpedlive fituations will 

permit : and this it has done in fo extraor* 
dinary a manner, as to leave the benevo- 
lence of our great Creator not to be doubted 

ofi 
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. of; for tW he cannot make all fuperior< 
yet in the difpenfations of his bleflings hi* 
wifdom and goodnefs both arc well worthy 
the highefl: admiration ; for, amongft 
all the wide di(lin£lions which he was 
obhged to make in the dignity and per« 

fedions of his Creatures, he has made much 
lefs In their happinefs than is ufaally ima- 
gined, or indeed can be believed from out- 
ward appearances. He has given many 
advantages to Brutes, whkh Man' cannot 
attain to with all his fuperiority, and ntany 
probably to Man which are denied to An- 
gels y anfKMigft which his ignorance is per- 
haps none of the leaft. With regard to 
him, tho* it was neccfiary to the great pur- 
pofes of human life to beftow riches, un- 
dcrftanding, and health, on individuals in 
very partial proportions ; yet has the Al- 
mighty fo contrived the nature of things, 

that 
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that happinefs is diftributcd with a more 
equal hand. His goodnefs, we may ob- 
fcrve, is always ftriving with thefc our nc- 
ceflary impirfedions, fetting bounds to die 

inconveniencies it cannot totally prevent, 
by balancing the wants^ and repaying the 
fufferings of all by fomekind of equivalent 
naturally refulting from their particular fi-^ 
tuations and circum(lance8« Thus, for ex-^ 
ample, poverty, or the want of riches, is 
generally compenfated by having more 
hopes, and fewer fears, by a greater (hare 
of health, and a more exquifite relifli of 
the fmalleft enjoyments, than thofe who 
poffefs them are ufually bleflcd with. The 
want of tafte and genius with all the plea- 
furcs that arife from them, are commonly 
rccompenced by a more ufeful kind of com- 
mon fenfe, together with a wonderful de-^ 
light, as well as fuccefs, in the bufy pur- 

fuics 
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ftiits of a fcrambling world. The fufFer- 

ings of the Sick are greatly relieved by 

It 
many trifling gratifications imperceptible 

to others, and fometimes almoft repaid by 
the inconceivable tranfports occafioned by 
the return of health and vigour. Folly 
cannot be very grievous, becaufe imper- 
ceptible^ and I doubt not but there is 
fonie truth in that rant of a mad Poet, that 
there is a pleafure in being mad, which 
none but madmen know. Ignorance, or 
the want of knowledge and literature, the 
appointed Jot of all born to poverty, and 
;the drudgeries of life, is the only opiate 

capable of infufing that infenfibility which 
can enable theni to endure the miferies cff 

the one, and the fatigues of the other, ft 
is a cordial adminiftered by the gracious 
hand of Providence; of which they ought 
never to be deprived by an. ill-judged and 

F im- 
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improper Education. It is the bafis of all 
fubordinatioiH the fupport of fociety, and 
the privilege of individuals : and I have 
ever thought it a moft remarkable inilance 
of the Divine Wifdom, that whereas in 
all animalst wbofe individuals rife little 
above the reft of their fpecies> knowledge 
is inilindive \ in Man» whofe individuals 
are fo widely different^ it b acquired b^ 
Education; by which means the Prince 
and the Labourer^ the Philofdp^er, and ttut 
Feafant, are in fome meafure fitted for 

their refpefkive fituations. The fame pa* 

rental care extends to every part of the ani^ 
mal creation. Brutes are exempted from 
numberlefs anxieties^ by that happy want 
ef refleftion on paft, and apprehenfioa cf 
future fu&rings, which are annexed to 
their inferiority. Thofe amongft them wh6 
^TOur others, are taught by Nature to 
5 difpatch 
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difpatch them as eaQly as podible; a?i4 
Man, the moft mercilefs devQqrer of iJU 
is induced, by his own advantage, to feaft 
tbofe defigoed for his &2ftenance, the mora 
loxunouUy to feaft upon them bimftlf. 
Thus tiiifery, by all pofflble methods, is 
diminilhed or repaid ; and happinefsi, like 

£uids, is erer tending towards an Equili^ 
brium. 

But was at ever fo unequally divided, our 
pretence for complaint could be of this on* 
ly, that we are not fo high in the fcale of 

exiftcfioe as our ignorant ambition may de* 
lire: a pretence which muft eternally fub- 
fift} becattfe, were we ever fo much higher, 
there would be ftill room for inBnite power 
to exak I2S ; and fince no link in the chain 

can 'be faroke^ the fame reafoh for difquiet 

f ^ muft 
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muft temain to thofc who fucceed to that 

chafm, which muft be occafioned by our 

preferment. A man can have no reafoa 

-to repine, that he is not an Angel ; nor a 

Horfe, that he is not a Man ; much lefs, 

that in their feveral ftations they poilefs not 

the faculties of another ; for this would be 

an infuflfcrable misfortune. And doubtlefe 

it would be as inconvenient for a Man to 

be endued with the knowledge of an Angel, 

as for a Horfe to have the reafon of a Man; 

but, as they are now formed by the confum- 

mate wifdom of their Creator, each enjoys 

pleafures peculiar to his fituation : and tho' 

the happinefs of one may perhaps confift 

in divine Contemplation, of another in the 

acquifuion of wealth and power, and that 

of a third, in wandering amongft limpid 

ftreams and luxuriant paftures^ yet the 

meaneft of thefe enjoyments give no inter- 

6 ruption 
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ruption to the mod fublime, but altogether 
undoubtedly increafe the aggregate fum of 
felicity befto wed upon the univerfe. Great- 
ly indeed muft tha? be leiSened, were there 
no Beings but of the highcft orders. Did 
there not, for inftance, exift on this terref- 
trial Globe any fenfitive creatures inferi- 
or to Man, how great a quantity of happi- 
nefs muft have been loft, which is now en- 
joy'd by millions, who at prefent inhabit 
every part of its ftirfaee, in fields and gar- 
dens, in extended defarts, impenetrable 
woods, and immenfe oceans ; by monar- 
chies of Bees, republics of Arits, and in- 
numerable families of infefts. dwelling on 
every leaf and flower, who are all poffejQfcd 
of as great a ftiare of pleafure, and a greater 
of innocence, than their arrogant Sovereign, 
and ;at the fame time not a little contribute 
to his convenience and happinefs ! 

F 3 ^^ 
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Has Ood, thou Fod ! work'^fotdy fdr thy gooJf 
Thy Joy, tby Pafiime, thy Atttre, thy Food f 
Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Fawn, 
For him as kindly fpreads the flow'ry lawn. 
Is it for thee the Lark afcends^ and &igs i 
Jfoy tunes his Voice, }ay devaces bis Wingt* 
Is it for thee the Linnet pours bb Throat f 

Lov«8 of his owHf and raptures, fweU the note^ 
The bounding Steed you pompoufly beftride, 
Shares with bis Lord the pleafure and the pride. 
Is thine alone the feed that ftrews the plain ? 
The birds of Heav'n fball vindicate their grain. 
Thitt9 the Aill hart eft of the Golden Yeaf I 
y^t pays, and juftly, the defenmg Steer. 

Port. 

Thus the Univerfe relembles a large and 
tlFell^ regulated Family, in which all the 
cJRcers ftnd fervants, and even the domef- 
i5c animah, are fubfcrrient to each othcf 
ki a proper fubof dinttibn : each enjoys the 
privileges and pertjuilkes peculiar to hid 
place, and at the &me thm contributes by 

that 
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that jufi fubordlDation to the magaificonce 
mid happinefs of the whole; 

It is evident, therefore, that tbefe Elvili 
of Imper&dion, proceeding from the ab- 
c^Sfcty inferiority of fome Beings in com- 
parifoD of others^ can in no fenfe be caUe4 
any Hvila i^t all : but if they cpyld, it is as 
evident from thence, .that there a»re roany 
which even infinite power cannot prevent ; 
it being fufficiently demonflrable, that to 
produce a fyftem of created Beings, all fu- 
preme ip happinela and dignity, a govern- 
ment compofed of all Kings, an army of 
all Generals, or a univerfe of all Gods, muft 
be impradticable for Omnipotence itfelf. 

We have here then made a large ftride 

towards our intended Goal, having at 

once acquitted the Divine Goodnefs, and 

F 4 freed 
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freed Mankind from a numerous train of 
imaginary Evils, by mod clearly (hewing 
them to be no Evils at all ; and yet under 
this head are really comprehended all the 
Evils we perpetually complain of, except 
aftual pain, the nature of which, and how 

i, 

it came to have z place in the works of an 
omnipotent and good Being, Ihall be con* 
fidered in the next Letter from. 



SIR, &o 
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LETTER III. 

On Natural Evils. 

SIR, 

I Shall now lay before you my free ferui- 
ments cx)nccrning the Origin of Na- 
tural Evils, by which I underftand the 
fufierings of feiifitive Beings only ; for tem« 
pefts, inundations and earthquakes, with all 
the diforders of the material World, are no 
farther Evils than they affeft the fcnfitive : 
fo that under this head can be only com^ 
prehended pains of body, and inquietudes 

of mind. That thefe are real Evils, I rea« 
dily acknowledge y wd if any one is phi* 
lofopher enough to doubt of it, I iball on- 
ly beg leave to refer bioi to a fevere fit of 
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ficknefs, or a tedious lawfuit, for farther 
fatisfafbion. 

The produftion of Happinefs feems to 
be the only motive that could induce infinite 
Goodnefs to ekert infinite Power to create 
all things : for, to fay truth, Happinefs is 
the only thing of real value in exiftence ; 
neither riches, nor power, nor wifdom, nor 
learning, nor ftrength, nor beauty, nor vir- 
tue, nor religion, nor even life itfelf, be- 
mg of any importance but as they contri- 
bute to its produdion. All thefe are in 
themfelves neither Good nor Evil ; Hap- 
pinefs alone is their great end, and they 
defirable only as they tend to promote it, 
Moft aftonifliing therefore it muft appear to 
every one who looks round him, to obferve 
all creatures blefled with life and fenfation, 
that is, all creatures made capable of Hap- 
pinefs^ 
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•pinefs, at the fame time by their own natures 
condemned to innumerable and unavoid- 
able miferies. Whence can it proceed, that 
Providence (hould thus feem to counteract 
liis own benevolent intentions ? To what 
flrange and invifible caufe are all thefe nu- 
merous and invincible Evils indebted for 

their exigence ? If God is a good and be- 
nevolent Being, what end could he pro- 
pole from creation, but the propagation of 
Happinefs ? and if Happinefs is the end 
of all cxiftence, why are not all creatures 
that do exift happy ? 

The true folution of this important qucf- 

tion, fo long and fo vainly fearched for 

T>y the philofophers of all ages and all 

' countries, I take to be at lad no more than 

this. That thefe real Evils proceed from 

the fame fource as thofe imaginary ones»f 

Im- 
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Imperfection before treated of, namely* 
from that fubordinacion^ without which no 
created fyftem can fobfift ^ all fttbordioati- 
on implying hnperfedion; all Imper&dioa 
Evil, and all Evil fome kind of inconvenh 
cncc or filtering ^ fo that there muft be 
[articular inconveniences and fuflTering^, 
•annexed to every particular rank (^created 
Seings by the circ^umftancea of things, aad 
their modes of exiftence. Moft of tboTe 
to which we o^rfelves are liable may be es- 
£ly (hewn to be of this kind, the effeSi 
only of human nature, and the ftation Man 
■occupies in the univerfe : and therefore 
their Ori^n is plainly deducible from ne- 
<tSktyh that is, they could not have been 
ijprevented without the lofs of greater good, 
'or the admiiBon of greater Evils than them- 
'fclres ; or by not creating any fuch crea- 
tures asMcA at ali. And tho' this upon a 

general 



ORIGIN of EVIL. 79 
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ncral view of things, does not fo ford- 
f ftrike us ; yet, on a more minute in- 
C&ion into every grievance attendant on 
iixian nature, it will moft evidently ap- 
izx. Moft of thefe, I think, may be 
imprchcnded under the following heads; 
>vcr^y, labour, inquietudes of mind, 
ains of body, &nd death ; from none of 
rhich we may venture to affirm Man could 
ver have been exempted, fo long as he 
ontinued to be Man. God indeed mighc 
lave made us quite other creatures, and 
>laced us in a world quite otherwife confli- 

:uted ; but then we had been no longer 
yitn I and whatever Beings had occupied 

Mir ftations in the univerfal Syftem, they 
muft have been liable to the fame incoiH 
veniences. 

Poverty, for example, is what all could 
ncM; pof&bly have been exempted from, not ^ 



8o The NATURE and 



f ' 



only by reafon of the fiudtuating nature of 
human pofleflions, but becaufe the world 
could not, fubfift without it ; for had all' 
been rich, none would have fubmitted to 
the commands of another, or the drudge- 
ries of life ; thence all governments mu& 
have been diflblved, arts negleded, and 
lands uncultivated, and fo an univerfal pe- 
nury have overwhelmed all, inftead (^^ 
now and then pinching a few. Hence b]f 
the bye, appears the great excellence of 
Charity, by which men are enabled by a 
particular diftribution of the bleffings and 
enjoyments of life, on proper occafions, 
to prevent that poverty which by a general 

one Omnipotence itfelf could never have 
prevented : fo that, by inforcing this duty, 
God as it were demands our affiftance to 
pEomote univerfal happincfs, and to (hut 

out 
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out Mifery at every door, where it ftrives 
to intrude itfelf. 

Labour, indeed, God might cafily have 
excufed us from, fince at his command the 
Earth would readily have poured forth all 
her treafures without our inconfiderable 
afliftance : but if the fevered Labour can* 
not fufficiently fubdue the malignity of hu- 
man nature, what plots and machinations, 
what wars, rapine, and devaftation, what 
profligacy, and licentioufncfs, muft have 
been the coafequence of univcrfal idlenefs ! 
So that Labour ought only to be looked 
upon as a tafk kindly impofed upon us by 
our indulgent Creator, necelTary to preferve 
our health, our fafety, and our innocence. 

Inquietudes of mind cannot be prevent- 
ed without firft eradicating all our inclina- 

G tions 
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tions and paSlons, the winds and tides that 
preferve the great Ocean of human Kfe 
from perpecual ftagnation. So long as 
Men have purfuits, they muft meet with 
difappoiAtments ; and whilft they have dif- 

appointments they mufl: be difquieted; 
whilfl: they are injured, they muil be eofla* 

tned with anger ; and whilft they fee cruel- 
ties, they mud be melted with pity ; wbilft 
they perceive danger, they muft be fcn- 
fible of fear; ^nd whilft they behold beauty, 
they muft be inflaved by Jove : nor can 
they be exempted from the various anxic^ 
ties attendant on thefe various and turbu- 
lent palfions. "Yet without them we Ihould 
be undoubtedly lefs happy and lefs fafcj 
for without anger we fhould not defend 
ourfelves, and without pity we fhould not 
afllft others s without fear we fhould not 

pre- 
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:lerve our lives, and without love they 
mid not be worth prcfcrving. 

Pains of body are perhaps but the necef- 
•y confcquences of the union of material 
d fpiritual cflences ; for matter being by 
ture divifible, when endued with fenfibi- 
^, mufl: probably be affefled by pains 
d pleafures by its different modifications : 
icreforCi to have been freed from our 
Serings, we muft have been deprive^ 
all our fenfual enjoyments -, a compofi- 
in by which few furely would be gainers- 
:fides, the pains of our bodies arc necef- 
ry to make us continually mindful of theif 
cfervation ; for what numberlefs lives 
>uld be loft in every trifling purfuic, or 
tig away in ill humour, was the piercing 

a fword no more painful than the tick* 
ig of a feather. 

G 2 Deaths 
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Death, the laft and moft dreadful of all 
Evils, is fo far from being one, that it is 
the infallible cure of all others* 

To die is landing on fome filent (hore. 
Where billows never beat, nor tempefts roar* 
£re well we feel the friendly firoke 'tis o'er. 

Garth. 

For, abftrafled from the ficknefs and fuffcr- 
ings ufually attending it, it is no more 
than the expiration of that term of life, 
God was plcafed to beftow on us, without 
any claim or merit on our part. But was 

it an Evil ever fo great, it could not be rCf 
medied but by one much greater, which is 
by living for ever ; by which means our 
wickednefs, unreftrained by the profpeftof 
a future ftate, would grow fo infupport* 
able, our fufFerings fo intolerable by perfe- 
verancc, and our pleafures fo tirefome by 
repetition, that no being in the Univerfc 

could 
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could be fo compleatly milerable as a fpe- 
cics of immortal men. We have no rea- 
Ton therefore to look upon death as an E- 
vil, or to fear it as a punilhment, even 
without any fuppofidon of a future life : 
but if we confider it as a pafTage to a 
more pcrfcft ftate, or a remove only in 
an eternal fuccellion of ftill improving 

dates (for which we have the ftrongcft rea- 
fons) it will then appear a new favour from 
the divine muni6cence ; and a man mufl; be 
as abfurd to repine at dying, as a traveller 
would be, who propofed to himfelf a de-* 
lightful tour thro' various unknown coun- 
tries, to lament that he cannot take up his 
refidence at the firft dirty Inn which he baits 
at on the road. The inftability of human 
life, or the hafty changes of its fuceeflive 
periods, of which yft fo frequently com- ^ 
plain, are no more than the neceffary pro- 
• G 3 grefs 
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grefff of it CO this neceflkry conclufion ; 
and are fo far from being Evils deferving 
thefe complaints, that they are the fource 
of our greateft pleafurcs, as they are the 
fource of all novelty, from which our great- 
eft pleafurcs are ever derived. The conti- 
nual fucceffion of Seafons in the human lifcg 
by daily prefenting to us new fcencs, render 
it agreeable, and like thofe of the year, af* 
ford us delights by their change, which the 
choiceft of them could not give us by their 
continuance. In the Spring of Life, the 
-gilding of the fun-fliine, the verdure of the 
fields, and the variegated paintings of the 
Sky, are fo exquifite in the eyes of Infants 
at their firft looking abroad into a new 
World, as nothing perhaps afterwards can 
equal. The beat aind vigour of the fucceed* 
ing Summer of Youth ripens for us new 
pleafures, the blooming maid, the nightly 

revel, 
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revel, and the jovial chacc: the ferene Au- 
tumn of compleat Manhood feafts us with 

the gc^den bar?efts of our worldly purfuits : 
nor is the hoary Winter of old age deftitute 
of its peculiar comforts and enjoyments^ of 
which the recolledion and relation of thofe 
paft are perhaps none of the leail ; and at 
laft death opens to us a new profpe£t> from 
whence we fhall probably look back upon 
thediverfions and occupations of this world 
with the fame contempt we do now on our 
Tops, and Hobby-horfes, and with the 
feme furprife, that they could ever fo much 
entertain or engage us. 

Thus we fee all thefe evils could never 
have been prevented even by infinite Power, 
without the introduflion of greater, or the 
lofs of fuperior good j they are but the ne- 
ceflary cpnfequeoces of human Nature; 
I G 4 from 
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from which it can no more, be divefled, 
than matter from e^tenfion, or heat from 
motion, which proceed from the very 
modes of their exiftence. 

If it be objefbed, that, after all that has 
been faid, there are innumerable miferies 
entailed upon all things that have life, and 
particularly on man ; many difeafes of the 
body, and afilidions of mind, in which 
Nature feems to play the Tyrant, ingenious 
in contriving torments for her children; 
that we cannot avoid feeing every moment 
with horror numbers of our fellow-creatures 
condemned to tedious and intolerable mife- 
ries, fome expiring on racks, others roaft- 
ing in flames, fome flarving in dungeons, 
others raving in mad houfes ; fome broil- 
ing in fevers, others groaning whole months 
under the exquifue tortures of gout and 

(tone : 
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(lone : If it be faid further, that fome men 
being exempted from many calamities with 
which others are afflided proves plainly 

that all might have been exempted from 
all ; the charge can by no means be difput- 
ed, nor can it be alledged that infinite Power 
could not have prevented mod of thefe 
dreadful calamities. From hence there- 
fore I am perfwaded, that there is fome- 
t'.ingin theabftraft nature of pain, condu- 
cive to pleafure : that the fufFerings of in- 
dividuals are abfolutely neceffary to univer- 
fal happinefs ; and that, from connexions 
to us inconceivable, it was impradicable 
for Omnipotence to produce the one, with- 
out at the fame time permitting the other. 
Their conftant and uniform concomitancy 
thro' every part of Nature with which we 
are acquainted, very much corroborates 
this conjcfture, in which fcarce one inftance, 

I be- 
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I believe, can be produced of the acq 
tion of pleafure or convenience by any < 
Cures, which is not purchafed by the pi 
ous or cohfequential fufferings of thcmfi 
pr others ; pointing out, as it were, tl 
certain allay of Pain muft be call into 
univerfal mafs of created Happinefs, 
inflidled fomewhere for the benefit of 
whole. Over what mountains of flai 
every mighty Empire rolled up to the 1 
mit of Frofperity and Luxury, and ^ 
new fcenes of defolation attend its fall ? 
what infinite toil of Men, and other 
mals, is every flourifhing City indebtec 
all thecoiivenienciesand enjoyments of I 
and what vice and mifery do thofe very 
joyments introduce ? The pleafures peci 
to the continuing our fpecies are fevc 
paid for by pains and perils in one 
arid by cares and anxieties in both. T 



ORIGIN of EVIL. 91 

annexed to the prefervation of ourfelvcs are 
both preceded and followed by numberlcfs 

fuffcTings ; preceded by the maffacrcs and 
tortures of various animals preparatory to a 

feaft, and followed by as many difeafes ly- 
ing in wait in every difli to pour forth ven- 
geance on their deftroyers. . Our riches and 
honours are acquired by laborious or peri* 
lous occupations, and our fports are pur- 

fued with fcarce left fatigue or danger, and 
ufually attended with diftreffes and dcftruc- 
tion of innocent animals. This univerfal 
connexion of pain with pleafure feems, I 
think, ftrongly to intimate, that pain ab- 

ftradledly confidered muft have its ufes ; 
and Gnce we may be aflbred, that it is ne- 
ver admitted but with the reluftance of 
' the fupreme Author, thofc ufes mud be of 
the higheft importance, tho' we have no 

faculties to conceive them. 

The 
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The human mind can comprehend but a 
very fmall part of the great and aftonilhing 
whole : for any thing we know, the fufier- 
ings (and perhaps the crimes producing 
thofc fufFcrings) of the Inhabitants of this 
terreftrial Globe may fomc way or other 
afFcdt thofe of the moft diftant planet, and 

the whole animal world may be conneded 
by feme principle as general as that of at- 
traftion in the corporeal, and fo the mifc- 
ries of particular Beings be fome way nc- 
ceflary to the happinefs of the whole. How 
thefe things operate is indeed to us quite 
inconceivable •, but that they do operate in 
fome fuch extenfive manner, is far, I think, 
from improbable. 

All Ages and Nations feem to have had 
confufcd notions of the merits of fufFerings 
abftradled from their tendency to any vi- 

fible 
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good, and have paid the higheft ho- 
rs to thofe who have voluntarily endu- 
chem, as to their common bencfaftors. 
ny in Chriftian countries have formerly 
!i fainted for long falling, for whipping 
ormenting themfelves, for fitting whole 
•s in uneafy poftures, or cxpofing them- 
es to the inclemency of the weather on 
tops of pillars. Many at this day in 

Eaft are almoft deified for loading 
tnfelves with heavy chains, bending un- 

burthens, or confining themfclves in 
irs (luck round with pointed nails. 
•w, if thefe notions are not totally de- 
d of all reafon and common fenfe, (and 
', I believe, arefo which become univer- 
I they can be founded on no other prrn- 
le than this, of the neceflity of pain to 
>duce happincfs, which feems another 
ighty inftancc of the probability of this 

ancient 
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ancient and univerfal opinion, tho' the rea- 
fons for k.are forgot or ufiknown, and the 
pradtices derived from it hig with the mdft 
abrur<ii and i^idiculous fupeiAiytions. 

One caufe, I think, from which many 
of our fevereft fufFerings may be derived, 
may be difcovered by an^tlogical r^eafoning, 
that is, by alTimilating tbofe things which 
are not objefts of our undcrftandings, to 
others which lye within their reach, Man 
is one link of that vaft Chain, defcending 
by infenfible degrees from infinite pcrfcdli- 
on to abfolute nothing. As there are ma- 
ny thoufands below him, fo mud there be 
many more above him. If we k>ok down- 
wards, we fee innumerable fpecies of infcr 
rior Beings, wbofe happinefs and lives are 
dependent on his will ; we fee him cloath- 

€d by their fpoils, and fed by thcrr mife- 

ries 
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ries and deflrudion, inflaving (bme, tor-* 
menting others, and murdering millioDS for 
bis luxury or diverfion ; is it not therefore 
analogous and highly probable, that the 
happineis and life of Man fliouid be equally 
dependent on the wills of his fuperiors ? 
As we receive great part of our picafures, 
and even fubfifter.ce from the fufFerings and 
deaths of lower animals, may not thefc fupe* 
rior Beings do the fame from ours, and tbac 
by ways as far above the reach of the moft 
exalted human onderftandings, as the means 
by which we receive our benefits are above 
the capacities of the meaneft creatures defli- 
ned for our fervice ? The fundamental Er- 
ror in all our reafonings on this fubjefl, is 
that of placing ourfelves wrong in that pre- 
fumptuous climax of Beaft, Man, and God ; 
from whence, as we fuppofe falfely, that 

there is nothing above us except the Su- 
preme 
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preme Bdng, we fooliflily conclude thataH 
the Evils we labour under niuft be derived 
immediately from his omnipotent hand : 
whereas there may be numberlefs interme- 
diate Beings, who have power to deceive, 
torment, or deftroy ^s, for the ends only 
of their own pleafure or utility, who may 
be veiled with the fame privileges over 
their inferiors, and as much benefited by 
the ufe of them, as ourfclves. In what 
manner thefe benefits accrue to them, it is 
impoffible for us to conceive; but that 
impoffiblity leflfcns not the probability of 
this conjefture, which by Analogy is fo 
ftrongly confirmed. 

Should you, Sir, have been lately em- 
ployed in reading fomeof thofe fublime Au- 
thors, who, from pride and ignorance, de- 
light to pufi^ up the dignity of Human Na- 
ture, the notions here advanced may appear 

8 t* 
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I 

to you abfurd and incredible, becaufe in- 

confiftent with that imaginary dignity i and 

you may objefl:, that it is impoflible that 

God ftiould fuffef innocence to be thus af- 

flidted, and reafon thus deceived ; that tho* 

he may permit animals made folely for the 

ufe of nun to be thus abufed for his coii'^ 

vcnience or recreation 5 yet that Man him- 

fclf, the fok poffeflbr of reafon, the Lord^of 

this terreftrial globe, his own ambaffador, 

vicegerent, and fimilitude, (hould be thus 

dependent on the will of others, mull be 

utterly inconfiftent with the divine Wifdom 

dnd juftice. • But pray, Sif, what does all 

this prove, but the importance of a Man 

to himfelf ? Is not the juftice of God ds 

much concerned to preferve the happJnefs 

of the meaneft Infed which he has called 

into being, as of the greateft Man that ever 

lived ? Are not all creatures we fee made 

* H fub- 
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fubfervicnt to each other's ufes ? and what 
is there in Man that he (hould only be ex» 
empted from this common fate of ^11 crea- 
ted Beings ? The fuperiority of Man to 
that of other terreftrial animals is as incon- 
fiderable, in proportion to the immenfe 
plan of univerfai exiftence, as the difference 
of climate between the noi:th and fouthend 
of the paper I now write upoo^ with regard 
to the heat and diftance of the Sun. There 
is nothing leads us into fo many Errors con- 
cerning the works and defigns of Provi- 
dence, as that fodifh vanity that can per- 
fuade fuch infignificant creatures that all 
things were made for their fervice j from 
whence they ridiculoufly fct up Utility to 
themfelves as the ftandard of good^ and 
conclude every thing to be Evil which ap* 
pears injurious to them or their purpofes. 
As well might a neft of Ants imagine this 

Globe 
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Globe of Earth created only for them to 
caft up into hillocks, and cloatbed with 
grain and herbage for their fuflenancei 
then accufe their Creator for permitting 
fpades txk deftroy them^ and pbvirs to lay 
wafic their habtcations ^ the inconveniencea 
of which they feet^ but are utterly unable 
to comprehend their u&s, as^ well as the re* 
lationd they themfdves bear to foperior 
Beings* 

It is furprizing that none of thofe Ptulo- 
fophers, who were drove to the (uj^x)6tioft 
©f two firft Caufes, and many other abfur- 
dfties, to account for the Origin of Evil, 
fhould not rather have chofcn tx> impute ic 
to the miniftration of intermediate Beings; 
and when they faw thchappinefs of all infe- 
rior animals dependent on our wills?, (hould 
not have concluded, that the good order 

H 2 and 
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and well-being of the Univerfe might re- 
quire that ours Ihould be as dependent on 
the wills of fuperior Beings, accountable 
like ourfelves to one common Lord and 
Father of all things. This is the more 
wonderful, becaufe the exiftence and influ- 
ence of fuch Beings has been an article in 
the Creed of all religions that have ever 
appeared in the world. In the beautiful 
fyftem of the Pagan theology, their Sylvan 
and Houfliold Deities, their Nymphs, Sa- 
tyrs, and Fawns, were of this kind. AH 
the barbarous nations that have ever been 
difcovered, have been found to believe and 
adore intermediate fpiritual Beings, both 
good and evil. The Jewifli religion not 
only confirms the belief of their exiftence, 
but of their tempting, deceiving, and tor- 
menting mankind ; and the whole fyftem 
of Chriftianity is ereded entirely on this 

foundation. 

Thus, 
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Thus, Sir, you fee, the good order of 
the whole, and the happinefs it receives 
from a proper fubordination, will fuffici- 
cntly account for the fuffcrings of individu- 
als ; and all fuch fhould be confidered but 
as the neceffary taxes, whjch every mem- 
ber of this great Republick of the Univerfe 
is obliged to pay towards the fupport of 
the Community. It is no derogation from 
the divine Goodnefs that thefe taxes are not 
always impofed equally in the prefent date 
of things ; becaufe as every individual is 
but a part of the great whole, fo is the 
prefent ftate but a part of a long, or per- 
haps an eternal fuccefTion of others ; and, 
like a (ingle day in the natural life, has re- 
ference to many more, both paft and to 
come. It is but as a page in a voluminous 
accompt, from which no judgment can be 
formed on the ftate of the whole ; but of 

H 3 this 
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this we may be aflbred, that the balance 
will fome time or other be fettled with 
juftice and impartiality. The certainty 

therefore of a future ftate, in which we, 
and indeed ail creatures endued with fen- 
fatipn, (hall fomehow or other exift, feems 
(if all our notions of juftice are not erro* 
neous) as demonftrable as the Juftice of 
their Creator ; for if he is juft, all fuch 
Creatures muft have their account of hap- 
pinefs and mifery fomewhere adjufted with 
equity, and all creatures capable of virtue 
and vice muft» according to their behavi- 
our, receive rewards and puniftiments; 

and, to render thefc puniftiments confift- 
ent with infinite goodncfs, they muft not 
only be proportioned to their crimes, but 
alfo fome way necefiary to univerfal Good ; 
for no creatures can be called out of their 

primitive nothing by an all-wife and benc- 
4 volcnt 
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voienc Creator, to be lofers by their exift- 
tnce^ or to be made miferable for no bene- 
ficial end, even by their own nf^ifbchaviour : 
fo that all future mifery, as well as prefent, 
muft be fubfervient to happinefs^ or other- 
wife infinite Power, joined with infinite 
Goodnefs, would have prevented both vice 
and punifhment. 

For this reafon, amongft all the fliort- 
fightcd conjeftures of Man into thedifpen- 
fations of Providence and a future State, 
the ancient doftrine of Tranfmigrition 
feems the moft rational and moft confiftent 
with his wifdom and goodnefs •, as by it all 
the unequal difpenfations of things fo ne- 
ceflary in one Life may be fet right in an- 
other, and all creatures fcrve the higheft and 
lowdft, the moft eligible and mqft burthen- 
fomeofiiccsof life, by an equitable kind of 

H 4 rotation; 
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rotation •, by which means their rewards 
and punifliments may not only be well 
proportioned to their behaviour, but alfo 
fubfervient towards carrying on the Bufi- 
nefs of the Univerfe, and thus at the fame 
time anfwer the purpofes both of juftice and 
utility. But the pride of man will not fuf- 
fer us to treat this fubjeft with the feriouf- 
nefs it deferves ; but rejefls as both impi* 
ous and ridiculous every fuppolition of in- 
ferior creatures ever arriving at its own 
imaginary dignity, allowing at the fame 
time the probability of human Nature being 
exalted to the angelick, a much wider and 
more extraordinary tranfition, but yet fuch 
a one as may probably be the natural con- 
fequence, as well as the reward of a virtue 
ous life : nor is it lefs likely that our vices 

may debafe us to the fervile condition of 
inferior animals, in whofe forms we may be 

feverely 



ORIGIN of EVIL. 105 

fcvercly punifhed for the injuries we have 
done to Mankind when amongd thenni, and 
be obliged in fome meafure to repair them, 
by performing the drudgeries tyrannically 
impofed upon us for their fcrvice. 

Fronni what has been faid, I think it 
plainly appears that numberlefs Evils do 
aflually exift, which could not have been 
excluded from the works of infinite good- 
nefs even by infinite power ; and from hence 
it may be concluded, that there are none 
which could ; but that God has exerted all 
his omnipotence to introduce all poffible 
bappinefs, and as far as the imperfedion 
of created things would permit, to exclude 
all mifery, that is, all natural Evil, from 
the univerfal fyftcm ; which notwithftand- 
ing will introduce itfelf in many cir- 
cumftances, even in oppofition to infinite 

Power. 

The 
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The Origin of Moral Evil lies mud 
deeper, and I will venture to aflfert has ne 
ver yet been fathomed by the (hort line oi 
human underftanding. That I fhall be abl< 
to reach it, I have by no means the vanit] 
to imagine : but, laying afide all precon 
ceived opinions and fyftematical prejudice 

I will in my next endeavour to come a 
near it as lies in the power of. 
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On Moral Evil. 

SIR, 

IMuft now leave that plain and eafy 
road thro* which I have hitherto con- 
duced you, and carry you thrp' unfre- 
quented paths, and ways untrodden by phi- 
lofophic feet. Already, I think, the exift- 
cncc of Natural Evil has been fu£Bciently 
accounted for, without any derogation from 
the power, wifdom, or goodnefs of God. 
What next remains to be cleared up, is the 
Origin of Moral Evil ; which^ confiftcnt- 
ly with the fame Divine Attributes, 1 have 
never feen accounted for by any Author, 

an- 
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ancient or modern, in a manner that could 
give tolerable fatisfaftion to a rational In- 
quirer. Nor indeed can this be ever effec- 
tually performed, without at the fame time 
taking into confideration all thofe mofl: ab- 
ftrufe rpeculation& conceraing the nature of 
Virtue, Free-will, Fate, Grace, and Prc- 
deftination, the debates of ages, and mat- 
ter of innumerabk folio's. To atfsempt 
thiA^ thereibire, in the compafs of a Letfier» 
would be the higheft prefunvption, did not 
I well know the clear and ready compre- 
benfionofthe perfon to whom it is addrelt 
edj and alfo, that the moft difficult of 
thefe kinds of difquificions are ufuaily bet- 
ter explained ia a few lines, than by a 
thoufand pages. 

In order therefore to find out the true 
Origin of Mpral Evil, k will be neccflary, 
in the firft place, to inquire into its nature 

and 
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md cflcnce ; or what it is that conftitutfe* 
)ne a^lion Evil> and another Good. Vari^ 
>u$ have been the opinions of various Au^ 
:hora on this Criterion of Virtue ; and this 
variety has rendered that doubtful, which 
enufi: otberwife have been clear andnaaoifeft 
to the meaneil capacity. Some indeed have 
dented that there is any fuch thing, becaufe 
dlSeient ages and nations have entertained 
difierent fentin;>ents concerning it : but tins 
15 juft as reafonable as to aflert, that there 
are neither Sun, Mopn, nor Stars, becaufe 
Aftronomers have fupporced different fyf« 
tems of the motions and magnitudes of thefe 
cele&ial bodies. Some have placed it ia 

conformity to truth, foqne to the fenefe of 
things, and others to the wilt of God. 
But ail this is merely fuperficial : they re<- 
iblvc us not why truth, or thefioaefeof 
things, are either eligible or dbligtfory^ oc 

why 
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why God ftiould require us to a6k in one 
manner rather than another. The true rea- 

fon of which can poffibly be no other than 
this, becaufe fome adions produce Happi-^ 
neG, and others Mifery : fo that all Moral 
Good and Evil are nothing more than the 
produftion of Natural. This alone it is 
that makes truth preferable to falfehood, 
this that determines the fitnefs of things; 
and this that induces God to command fome 
aftions and forbid others. They who cx- 
toU the truth, beauty, and harmony of 
Virtue, exclufive of its confequences, deal 
but in pompous nonfenfe ; and they who 
would perfuade us, that Good and Evil 
are things indifferent, depending wholly on 
the will of God, do but confound the na- 
ture of things, as well as all our notions of 
God himfelf, by reprefenting him capable 
of willing contradidions ; that is, that wc 
I fhould 
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ihould be, and be happy, and at the fame 
time that we fhould torment and deftroy 
each other ; for injuries cannot be made be- 
nefits, pain cannot be made pleafure, and 
confequently vice cannot be made virtue 
by any power what/ever. It is the confe- 
quences therefore of all human adtions that 
muft ftamp their Value^ So far as the ge«» 
neral pra&ice of any adion tends to produce 

Good, and introduce happinefs into the 
world, fo far we may pronounce it virtu- 
ous ; fo much Evil as it occafions, fuch is 
the degree of vice it contains. I fay, the 
general pra£i:ice, becaufe we muft always 
remember in judging by this rule, to apply 
it oolj to the general fpecies of aflions, and 
HOC to particular anions ; for the infinite 
wifdom of God> defirous to fet bounds to 
the deftrudive confequences which muft o- 

therwife have followed from the univerfal 

I de- 
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depravity of mankind, has fo wonderful) 
contrived the nature of things, that ou 
moft vitious aSions may fometimes acci 
dentally and collaterally, produce Gooc 
Thus, for inftance, robbery may difpcrl 
ufclefs hoards to the benefit of the publick 
Adultery may bring heirs, and good hi 
mour too, into many families, where the 
would otherwife have been wanting; an 
Murder free the world from tyrants an 
oppreflbrs. Luxury maintains its thoi 
fands, and Vanity its ten thoufands. Si 
perdition and Arbitrary Power cohtribu 
to the grandeur of many nations, and tl 
liberties of others are preferved by the pc 
petual contentions of avarice, knavqry, ft 
fifhnefs and ambition : and thus the wol 
of vices and the worft of Men are oft< 

compelled by Providence to ferve the mc 
beneficial purpofes, contrary to their ov 

4- mal 
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Malevolent tendencies and inclinations ; and 
has private vices become public benefits 
J the force only of accidental circumftan- 
es. But this impeaches not the truth of 
he Criterion of Virtue before mentioned^ 
he only folid foundation on which any true 
f&ctn of ethics can be built, the only 
Jain, fimple, and uniform rule by which 
7e can pafs any judgment on our anions ^ 

)ut by this we may be enabled, not oAly 
o determine which are good, and which 
ire Evil, but almoft mathematically to.de- 
nonftrate the proportion of Virtue or Vice 
vhich belongs to each, by comparing them 
nth the degrees of happinefs or mifery 
vhich they occafion. But tho* the produc- 
ion of happinefs is the Eflence of virtue, 
t is by no means the End : the great End 
s the probation of Mankind, or the giving 
:hem ^n opportunity of exalting or degrad- 

I 2 ing 
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ing thetnfelves in another ftate by their be- 
haviour in the prefent. And thus indeed it 
anfwers two molt important purpofes *» thofe 
are, the confervation of our happinefs, and 
the teft of our obedience : for had not fuch 
a teft feemed neceffiiry to God's infinite wif* 
dom, and productive of univerfal Good, 
he would never have permitted the happi- 
nefs of Men» even in diis life, to have de- 
pended on fo precarious a tenure, as their 
mutual good behaviour to each other. For 
It is obfervable, that he who befl: knpws 
our formation, has trufted no one thing of 
importance to our reafon or virtue : he 
trufts only to our appetites for the fupport 
of the individual, and the continuance of 
our fpecies ; to our vanity, or compaffioo, 
for our bounty to others ; and to our fears, 
for the prefervation of ourfelves ; often to 
our vices for the fupport of Government, 

and 
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and fometimes to our follies for the pref^r- 
ration of our Religion, But fince fome 
tsft of our obedience was neceflary, nothing 
lure could have been commanded 'for that 
end fo fit and proper,' and at the fame time 
(b ufefui, as the praftice of virtue ; nothing 
have been {o juftly rewarded with happi- 
nefs, as the produdion of happinefs in con- 
formity to the will of God. It is this con- 
formity alone which adds merit to virtue, 
and conftitutes the elTential difference be- 
tween Morality^ and Religion. Morality 
obliges Men to live honcftly and foberly, 
becaufe fuch behaviour is molt conducive 
to publick happinefs, and confequently to 
:heir own ; Religion, to purfue the fame 
:ourfe, becaufe conformable to the will of 
:heir Creator. Morality induces them^to 
*mbracc virtue from prudential confidera- 

I 3 tions; 
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tions; Religion^ from thofe of gratitude 
and obedience. Morality, therefore, en- 
tirely abflrafled from Religion can have no- 
thing noeritorious in it; it being but ^- 
dom, prudence^ or good oeconomy, which, 
liite health, beauty, or riches, arc rather 
obligations conferred upon us by God, than 
merits in us towards him ; for tho* we may 
be juftly puniflied for injuring ourfelves, 
we can claim no reward for felf-preferva* 
tion ; as fuicide deferves punifhment and 
infamy, but a Man deferves no reward or 

honours for not being guilty of it. This I 
take to be the meaning of all thofe paffa- 
ges in our Scriptures in which Works are re- 
prefented to have no merit without Faith ; 
that is not without believing in hiftorical 

h^Sj in creeds, and articles ; but without 
being done in purfuance of our belief in 

God, 
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God, and in obedience to his commands*. 
And now, having mentioned Scripture, 
I cannot omit obferving, that the Chrif- 
tian is the only religious or moral Infti- 

tution 

♦ What was that Faith, which the Author of 
the Cbriflian Religion indifpenfably required in 
all hisdlfciples ? It could not be a literal, and im- 
plicit belief of the divine infpiration of all the 
Books of the Old Teftamenc ; and confequently 
of all the Hiftory, Chronology, Geography, and 
Philofophy contained in them; becaufe to thefe 
the Jews, who rejeded it, adhered with the moft 
fupcrftitious exa£lnefs : it could not be the fame 
kind of belief in the writings of the New Tefta- 
ment, becaufe thefe in his life-tiir.e had no exift- 
ence : much lefs could it confift in a blind aflent 
to the numberlefs explanations of thefe books, 
and leaft of all in the Belief of Creeds, Articles, 
and theological Syfiems founded on fuch explana* 
tions, for all thefe were the productions of later 

I 4 Age?. 
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tution in the world that ever fct ill a right 
light thefe two material points, the Eflence 

and the End of virtue ; that ever founded 
the one in the produftion of happinefs, 
that is in univerfal benevolence, or, io thdr 
language, Charity to all men ; the other, 
in the probation of man, and his obedience 
to his Creator. Sublime and magnificent as 
was the philofophy of the Ancients, all 
their moral fyftems w'ere deficient in thefe 
two important articles. They were all 
built on the fandy foundations of the innate 
beauty of virtue, orenthufiaftick patriotifm; 

and their great point in view was the con- 
temptible reward of human glory ; foun- 

Ages. It muft therefore have been this, and this 
alone ; a iincere Belief in the divine Authority 
of his miffion, and a conftant practice of all Mo- 
ral duties from a feafe of their being agreeable to 

his commands. 

dations 
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dadons which were by no means able to 
fupport the magnificent ftruftures which 
they crefted upon them ; for the beauty of 
virtue, independent of its effeds, is un- 
meaning nonfenfc: patriotifm which in- 
jures mankind in general for the fake of a 
particular country, is but a more extended 
felfifhnefs, and really criminal ; and all hu- 
man glory but a mean and ridiculous de- 
lufion. The whole affair then of Religion 
and Morality, the fubjeft of fo many thou- 
fand volumes, is in ihort no more than this: 
The Supreme Being, infinitely good, as 
well as powerful, defirous to diffufe happi- 
ncfs by all poffible means, has created innu- 
m?table ranks and orders of Beings, all 
fubfervicnt to each other by proper fubordi- 
nation. One of thefe is occupied by Man, 

a creature endued with fuch a certain de- 
gree of knowledge, reafon, and free-wilU 

as 
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as is fuitable to his fituation, and placed 
for a time on this globe as in a fchool of 
probation and education. Here he has an 
opportunity given him of improving or de- 
bafing his nature, in fuch a manner, as to 

render himfelf fit for a rank of higher per- 
feftion and happinefs, or to degrade him- 
felf to a ftate of greater imperfection and 
mifery ; neceflary indeed towards carrying 
on the bufinefs of the Univerfe, but very 
grievous and burthenfome to thofe indivi- 
duals, who, by their own mifconducft, are 
obliged to fubmit to it. The teft of this 
his behaviour, is doing good, that is, co- 
operating with his Creator, as far as his 
narrow fphere of adion will permit, in the 
produdllon of happinefs. And thus the 
happinefs and mifery of a future ftate will 
be the juft reward or punifliment of pro* 
moting or preventing happinefs in this. So 

arti- 
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artificially by this means is the nature of all 
human virtue and vice contrived, that their 
rewards and punifliments are woven as it 
were into their very effence ; their imme- 
diate cfFcdls give us a foretafte of their fu- 
ture ; and their fruits in the prefent life 
are the proper famples of what they muft 
unavoidably produce in another. We have 
Reafon given us to diftinguifli thefe confe- 
qucnccs, and regulate our conduct ; and 
left that (hould negledl its poft, Confcience 
alfo is appointed as an inftinftive kind of 
monitor, perpetually to remind us both of 
our intereft and our duty. 

When we confider how wonderfully the 
praftiqe of Virtue is thus inforced by our 
Great Creator, and that all which he re- 
quires of us under that title is only to be 
happy, that is, to make each other fo ; and 

when 
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when at the fame time we look round us, 
and fee the whole race of mankind thro' e^ 
Very fucceffive generation tormenting, inju- 
ring and deftroying each other, and perpe- 
tually countera6i:ing the gracious defigns of 
their Maker, it is a moft aftonifhing pa- 
radox how all this comes to pafs ; why God 
fhould fuffer himfelf to be thus defeated in 
his beft purpofes by creatures of his own 
makings or why man ihould be made 

with difpofitions to defeat them at the ex- 
pence of his own prefent and future happi- 
hefs ; why infinite Goodnefs (hould fwm 
creatures inclined to oppofe its own bene- 
volent defigns, or why infinite Power fliould 
thus fufier itfelf to be oppofed. 

There are fome, I know, who extricate 
themfelves from this difficulty very con- 
cifely by affcrting, that there is in fad no 

fuch 
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fuch original depravity, no fuch innate- 
propenficy to vice in human nature ; but 
as this affertion is direftly contrary to the 
cxprefs declaration of the Scriptures, to 
the opinion of the Philofophcrs and Mo- 
ralifts of all ages, and to the moft conftant, 
and invariable experience of every hour; I 

think they no more deferve an anfwer, 
than they who would affirm, that a ftone 
has no tendency to the Center by its natu- 
ral gravity, or that flame has no inclina- 
tion to afcend. 

But. the ufual folution applied to this 
difficulty by the ableft Philofophcrs and 
Divines, with which they themfelves, and 
mod of their readers, fcem perfeftly fatisfi- 
ed, is comprehended in the following rea- 

foning: that Man came perfeft out of the 
hands of his Creator, both in virtue and 

happi- 
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happinefs, but it being more eligible that 
he (hould be a free-agent, than a mere roar 

chine, God endued him with Freedom of 

will; from the abufe of which Freedom, 
all Mifery and Sin, that is, all natural and 

moral Evils, derive their exiftence : from 

all fuch therefore the Divine Goodncfs is 

fufficiently juftified, by reafon they could 

not be prevented without the lofs of fu- 

perior Good : for to create Men free, and 

at the fame time compel them to be virtu- 
ous, is utterly impoffible. 

But whatever air of dcmonftration this 
argument may affume, by whatever fam'd 
Preachers it may have been ufed, or by 
whatever learned Audiences it may have 
been approved, I will venture to affirm, 
that it is falfe in all its Principles, and in 
its Conclufion alfo i and I think it may be 

clearly 
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clearly (hewn, that God did not make Man 
ajjfolutely perfeft, nor abfolutely Free : nor, 
if he had, would this in the leaft have juf- 
tified the introdudlion of wickednefs and 
mifery. 

That Man came perfeft, that is endued 
with all poffible perfedions, out of the 
hands of his Creator, is evidently a falfc 
notion derived from the Philofophers of the 
firft ages, founded on their ignorance of the 
Origin of Evil, and inability to account 
for it on any other hypothefis : they un- 
derftood not that the univerfal Syftem re- 
quired Subordination, and confequcntly 
comparative Imperfeftions ; nor that in the 
Scale of Beings there muft be fomewherc 
fuch a creature as Man with all his infir- 
mities about him : that the total removal 
of thcfe would be altering his very nature ; 

and 
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and that as foon as he became Perfcft he 
muft ceafe to be Man. The truth of this, 
I think, has been fufiiciently proved ; and 
befides, the very fuppofition of a Being o- 
riginally perfeft, and yet capable of render- 
ing itfelf wicked and miferable, is undoubt- 
edly a Contradiftion, that very power be- 
ing the higheft imperfeftion imaginable. 

That God made Man perfeftly free is no 
lefs falfe : Men have certainly fuch a de- 
gree of Free-will as to make them ac- 
countable, and juftly punifliable for the 
abufe of it > but abfolute and independent 
Free-will is what, 1 believe, no created Be- 
ing can be poflefled of. Our adlions pro- 
ceed from our Wills, but our wills muft 
be derived from the natural difpofitions 
implanted in us by the Author of our Be- 
ing: wrong eledions proceed from wrong 

appre- 



ORIGIN of EVIL. 129 

apprchenfions, or unruly paffions; and 
thcfc from our original Fram? or acciden- 
tal Education : thcfe muft determine all our 
adtions, for we have no power to aft dif- 
ferently, thefe previous circumftances 
continuing cxadtly the fame. Had God 
thought proper to have made; all Men with 
the fame heads, and the fame hearts, which 
he has given to the moft virtuous of the 
fpecics, they would all have expelled in the 
fame virtues : or had the Bias implanted 
in Human Nature drawn asftrongly towards 
the good fide, as it now apparently does 
towards the bad., it would have operated 

as fuccefsfully, and with as little infringe- 
ment on human Liberty. Men, as well 
as all other animals, are exaftly fitted for 
the purpofes they are dcfigned for -, and 
have inclinations and difpofitions given 
'them accordingly: He, who im] lanted pa- 

K ticnce 
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tience inthe Lamb, obedience in the Horle» 
fidelity in the Dog, and innocence m the 
Dove, might as eafily haveinfpired the breaft 
of Man with thefe and all other virtues ^ and 
then his adtlons would have certainly cor- 
refponded with his Formation : therefore^ 
in the ftrifl philofophical fenfe^ we have 
certainly no Free-will -, that is, none inde- 
pendent of our Frame^ our Natures^ and 
the Author of themii 

But were both thefe propofitions tnic^ 
were Men originally created both perfcft 
and free, yet this would by no means jufti* 
fy the introduction of moral Evil ; becaufc^ 
if his perfeftion was immediately to be dc- 
ftroyed by his Free-will, he might as well 
never have been pofleft of the one, and 
much better have been prevented from mak- 
ing ufc of the other : let us dilpute there- 
fore 
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fore as long as we pleafe, it muft eternally 
be the fame thing, whether a Creator of 
infinite power and knowledge created Be- 
ings <mginally wicked and miferable, or 
gave them a power to mdke themfelves foj 
foreknowing they would employ that power 
to their own deftruftioh. 

If moral Evil therefore cannot be derived 
from the Abufe of Free- will in Man, from 
whence can we trace its origin ? Can it pro- 
ceed from a juft, a wife, and a benevolent 
God ? Can fuch a God form Creatures with 

difpofitions to do Evil, and then punifh 
them for afting m conformity to thole evil 
dilpofitions? Strange and aftonilhing in- 
deed muft this appear to us, who know fb 
little of the univerfal Plan ! but it is far, I 
think, from being irrcconcileablc with the 
jufticfc of the Supreme Difpofer of all 

K 2 t.Vwc\^\ 
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things : for let us but once acknowledge 
the truth of our firft great propofition, (and 
moft certainly true it is) that natural Evils 
exift from fome necellity in the nature of 
things, which no power can difpen^fe with 
or prevent, the expediency of moral Evil 
will perhaps follow on courfc : for if mi- 
fery could not be excluded from the works 
of a benevolent Creator by infinite power, 
thefe miferies muft be endured by ibme 
creatures or other for the good of the wholes 
and if there were none capable of wicked- 
nefs, then they muft fall to the (hare of 
thofe who are perfeftly innocent. Here 
again we fee our difficulties arife from 
our wrong notions of Omnipotence, and 
forgetting how many difficulties it has 
to contend with : in the prefent inftancc 
it is obliged either to afflift Innocence or 
be the caufe of Wickednefs j it has plain- 
ly 
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ly no other Option : what then could infi- 
nitc Wifdom, Juftice, and Goodnefs do in 
this fituation, more confiftent with itfelf,^ 
than to call into being Creatures formed 
with fuch depravity, in their difpofitions, 
as to induce many of them to aft in fuch a 
■ manner as to render themfelves proper fub- 
jcdls for fuch neceflary fufferings, and yet 
at the fame time indued with fuch a de- 
gree • of Rcafon and Free-will as to put it 

in 

* Some have afTerted that there can be no de« 
grees of Free-will^ but that every Being muft be 
abfolutely free, or pofleiled of no Freedom at 
all : and this feems to have been the principal er- 
ror that has led thofe who have fupported both 
fides of this Queftion into fo many abfurdities i ast 
it well might, fince they were both equally wrong 
in efpoufing a propofition, which contradicts both 
reafoDi and experience. Brutes have a certain 

K 3 degree 
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in the power of every individual to efcape 
them by their good behaviour: fucb a 
Creature is Man; fo corrupt, bafe, cruel 
and wicked as to convert thefe unavoidable 

degree of Free-will j elfe why do we correal them 
for their tnifbehs^viour, or why do they amend 
upon correflion ? yet certainly they have not fo 
great a degree as ourfelves. A man raving mad 
is not, nor is confidered as a Free«agent ; a man 
lefs mad has a greater portion of Freedom ; and 
a man not mad at all has the greateft ; but fttU 
the degree of his Freedom muft bear a propor- 
tion to the weaknefs of his underftanding, and 
the firength of his paifions, and prejudices ; all 
which are a perverfion of reafon, and madnefs as 
far as they extend, and operate on Free-will in 
the very fame manner : fo that it is fo far from 
being true, that aJl men are equally Vree, that 
probably there are no two men, who are poflef« 
fed of exaflly the fame degree of Freedom. 

4 mifc* 
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oiifcries into juft punifhments, and at the 
&ine tmt fo fenfible of his own depravity 
and t^ fatal confequences of guilt, as to 

be well aUe to corred the one, and tb . 

avoid the other. Here we fee a fubftantial 
Reafon for the depravity of Man, and the 
admittance of Moral Evil in thefe circum- 
ftances feems not only compatible with the 
juftice of God, but one of the higheft in- 
ftanoes of his confummate wifdom in or- 
dering and difpofing all things in the beft 
manner their imperfed natures will ad- 
mit. 

I prclume not by what has been here faid 
to determine on the councils of the Almigh- 
ty, to triumph in the compleat difcovcry 
of the Origin of Moral Evil, or to aflert 
that this is the certain or fole caufe of its 

K 4 exift- 
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cxiftencc ; I propofe it only as a Guefs con- 
cerning the reafon of its admiffion, more 
probable, and lefs derogatory from the di- 
vine wifdom, and juftice, than any, that 
has hitherto been offered for that pur* 
pofe. 

There is undoubtedly fomething farther 
in the general Depravity of Mankind than 
we are aware of, and probably many great 
and wife ends are anfwered by it to us to- 
jally incomprehenfible. God, as has been 
fhewn, would never have permitted the 
exiftence of Natural Evil, but from the im- 
poflibility of preventing it without the lofs 
of fuperior Good : and on the fame princi- 
ple the admiffion of Moral Evil ij equally 
confident with the diving Goodnefs : and 
who is he fo knowing in the whole ftupen- 
• dous fyftem of Nature as to aflert, that 

the 
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he Wickednefs of fome Beings may not, by 

neans inconceivable to us, be beneficial to 
onumerable unknown Orders of others ? 
)r that the Punifhments of fome may not 
:ontribute to the Felicity of numbers infi- 
litely fupcrior ? 

ff 

To this purpofe the learned Hugcnius 
ays with great fagacity, Pr^terea credibile 
i^> 1^ ilia animi vitia magna bominum 
f>arti^ nonftne fummo concilio data ejfe: Cum 
mm Bet providentid talis fit Melius ^ yufque 
\ncolaj quales cernimus^ abfurdum enim foret 
exijiimare omnia hac alia faEta ejfe^ quam 
illevolueritj fclveritque futura *. 

But let us not forget that this neceflity 
of Vice and Puniftiment, and its fubfervi- 
cncy to publick Good, makes no alteration' 
in their natures with regard to Man ; for, 

^ Cofmothcoros, Lib. i. p. 34. 

tho' 
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cho* the wifdom of God may extradfc from 
the wickednefs of Men fome remote bene- 
fits to the Univerfe 5 yet that alters not the 
cafe with regard to them, nor in the leaft 
extenuates their Guilt. He has given them 
reafon fufficient to inform them, that their 
injuries to each other are difpleafing to him, 

and Free-will fufficient to refrain from fuch 
adions, and may therefore pupifh their 
difobedience without any infringement of 
juftice: He knows indeed, that though 

none are under any compulfiori to do Evil, 
yet that they are all fo framed, that many 
will certainly do it ; and He knows alfo 
that iricomprehenfible fecret why it is neccf- 

fary that many fhould : but his knowledge 
having no relation to their determinatioDS 
renders not their vices lefs criminal, nor the 
punilhment of them lefs equiuble: for, 
tho' with regard to God, Vice may be per- 
haps 
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haps the confequence of Mi&ry ; that is» 
Men may be inclined to Vice in order to 
render them proper objects of fuch a degi^ce 
of Mifery as was unavoidably neceflary, 
and previoufly determined for the fake of 
publick Good, yer, in regard to Man, Mi- 
fery is the confequence of Vice ; that is, all 

human Vices produce Mifery, and are juft- 
Jy puniQied by its inBidion. 

If kbe objeAed that this makes God the 
Author of Sin, I anfwer, God is and mufl: 
be the Author of every thing ; and to fay 
chat any thing is, or happens, indepen- 
dent of the firft Caufe, is to fay that fome- 
thing exiflis, or happens, without any Cm(c 
at all. GQd is the Author, if it may b^ 
fo exprefled, of all the natural Evils, in 
the Univerfe ; that is, of the feweft pof- 

fible in the nature of things; and why 

may 



I40 The NATURE and 

may he not be the Author of all moral £- 
vil in the fame manner and on defame 
principle ? If natural Evil owes its cxift- 
cnce to neccflity, why may not moral? If 
Mifery brings with it its Utility, why may 
not Wickednefs ? 

<< If ftorms and earthqual^es break not HeavVs 

*« defign, 
** Why then a Borgia or a Catiline!" 

Wherefore.it ought always to be con- 
fidered, that, tho' Sin in Us, who fee nQi 
farther than the Evils it produces, is Evil, 
andjuftly puniftiable ; yet in God, who 
fees the caufes and connections of all things, 
and the neceflity of its admiflion, that ad- 
mifTion may be no Evil at all, and that 
neccflity a fufEcicnt vindication of his Good- 
ncfs. 



But 
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But it may, btf alledged that this prin- 
cipic totally changes the Nature of Vice, 
deftroys the Criterion before affixed to it, 
and encourages the univerfal praftice of 
wickednefs : for if Moral Evil, and the 
punifhment of it, are ncceflary towards pro- 
moting univerfal Good, then the more 
wicked men are, the more they promote 
that Good. ; and the more they co-operate 
with their Creator in compleating his great 

and benevolent plan of univerfal happinefs. 

But this reafoning is extremely fallacious : 

* bccaufc no collateral, remote, unknown 

and undefigned Good refulting from Vice 

can alter the Nature of it, or diveft it of 

criminality ; and moreover if that Good 
arifes only from its punifhment, fo far is 
it from an encouragement to wickednefs, 
that it proves only that the punifhment ^ 
of it is necefTary, and unpreventable ; 

nay 
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nsy in its nature incapable of ren>iflion, 
without a penal fatisfadtiotl from fottk Be- 
ing or other, nor does its co-operaticmi^ith 
thedefigns of Providence render it left cri- 
minat, or lefs worthy of his juft indigna- 
tion : sill Histories are Blled with inftancca 
of the wickcdnefs of Men confpiring to 
Wing about the Councils of the Almighty 5 
fuch were the ambition and ferocity of the 
Romans, the obftinacy of the Jew5, the 
cruelty of Herod, and the treachery of Ju- 
das, yet were thefc never efteemcd for that 
reafon meritorious, or innocent. 

From this important propofition, that 
all Natural Evil derives its exiftence from 
ncceffity, and all Moral from expediency 
arifing from that necefllty ; I fay, from 
this important propofition, well confidered 
and purfucd, fuch new lights might be 

ftruck 
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^rtick out as could not fail, if diredled by 
be hands of Learning and Impartial ity, to 

fad the human Mind thro' the unknown 
egions of fpeculation, and to produce the 
Eioft furprifing and ufeful difcoveries in E* 
hicks^ Metaphyficks, ^d in Chriftianity 
oo t I add Chriftianity, becaufe it is a 

Mafter^kcy, which will, I am certain, at 
once unlock all the myfterious and perplex* 

ing doArines of that amazing Inftitution, 
md explain fairly, without the lea(l aflift- 
stnce from theological artifice, all thofe ab- 
ftrufe fpeculations of Original Sin, Grace 
and Predeftination, and vicarious punifli- 
ments, which the moft learned, for want 
of this Clue, have never yet been able to 
make confiftent with Reafon or Common- 



In 
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In the firft place, for inftance, th? Doc- 
trine * of Original Sin is really nothing more 
than the very Syftem here laid down, into 
which we have been led by clofely purfuing 
Reafon, and without which the Origin of 
Moral Evil cannot be accounted for on any 
principle whatever. Indeed, according to 
' the common notions of the abfolute Omni- 
potence of God, and the abfolute Free-will 
in Man, it is mofl abfurd and impious, as 
it reprefent!s the Deity voluntarily bringing 
Men into Being with depraved Difpofitions, 
tending to no good purpofes, and thcnar- 

• Original Sin is acontradiflion in terms; 0- 
riginal fignifying innate, and Sin the aft of an 
accountable Being: by this expreffion therefore 
of Original Sin cannot be meant original or in- 
nate Guilt, for that is abfolute nonfenfc, but on- 
ly an original depravity, or an innate difpofitioa 

to Sin, 

bitrarily 
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bitrarily punifhing them for the fins whic^h 
they occafion with torments which anfwcr 
no ends, cither of their reformation or uti- 
lity to the Univerfe : but when we fee, by 
the foregoing explanation, the difRcultics 
with which Omnipotence was environed, 
and that it was obliged by the neceflity of 
Natural Evils to admit Moral, all thefc 
abfurdities at once vanifb, and the Origi- 
nal Depravity of Man appears fairly con- 
fiftent with the Juftice, and even Gcodnefs 
of his Creator. 

The Doftrines of Predcftination and 
Gra.ce as fet forth in the Scriptures, on the 
moft impartial Interpretation, I take to be 
thefe : that fome men come into the world 
with difpofitions fo extremely bad, that ' 
God foreknows that they will certaiilly be 

guilty of many crimes, and in confcquence 

L be 
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be puniflied for them -, that to others He 
has given better difpoficions, and more* 
over proteds them from vige by a power- 

ful but invilible influence, in the language 
of thofe writings called Grace : this Scheme 
has appeared to many fo partial and pnjuft 
that they have totally rcjefted it, and en- 
deavoured, by forced interpretations, to ex- 
plain it quite out of the Bible, in contra- 
didion to ajl the fenfe of language and the 
whole tenour of thofe writings : and in- 
deed, on the old plan of God's abfolute 
Omnipotence, uncontrouled by any previ- 
ous necefllty, in the nature of things, to 
admit both Natural and Moral Evil, it is 

highly derogatory from His wifdom and 
goodnefs : but, on the fuppoficion of that 
previous necefllty, there appears nothing 
incredible in it, nor the lead inconfiftent 
with divine Juftice 5 becaufe if God was 

obli- 
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bilged by the nature of things, and for 
ic good of the whole, to fufFer fome to 
e wicked, and confequently miferable, he 
srtainly might protedl others both from 
uilt and punifliment. He in this light 
lay be compared to the commander of a 
umerous army, who, tho' he is obliged 
expofe ma^ny to danger, and fome to dc- 
trudlion, yet protedls others with ramparts 
nd cdvcrt-ways ; but fo long as he exerci- 
es this power for the good of the whole, 
hefe diftinftions amongft individuals ought 
icvcr to be imputed to Partiality or Injuf- 
ice. 

The Doftrine* of Sacrifice, or Vicarious 
)uni(hment, is the moft univerfal, and yet 

ex- 

♦ If the puni/hmcnts of the wicked fervc not 
bme ends with which we are unacquainted^ the 

ufFcrings of the innocent can poflibly bear no 

h 2, m'Ji.tvr 
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exclufive of this plan the moft abfurd, of 
all religious Tenets that ever entered in- 
to the Mind of Man : fo abfurd is it, that 
how it came to be fo univerfal is not eafy to 
be accounted for : Pagans, Jews and Chrif- 
tians, have all agreed in this one point, the* 
differing in all others ; and have all treated 
it as a fclf-evident principle, that the Sins 
of one Creature might be attoned for by 
the Sufferings of another: but from 
whence they derived this ftrange opinion, 
none of them have pretended to give any 
account, or to produce in its defence the 
lead (hadow of a Reafon : for that there 

manner of relation to them ; and confequently the 
"Words Sacrifice^ Attonemcnt, Propitiation, and 
Vicarious Punifliments can no more have any 
ideas affixed to them than the ringing of a bell, 
or the blowing of a trumpet, but are mere Sounds 
without any meaning at all, 

(hould 
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fhould be any manner of connedlion between 
the Miferies of one Being and the Guilt of 
another j or, that the punifhing the Inno- 
cent, and excufing the Guilty, fhould be a 
mark of God's Deteftation of Sin ; or, that 
two adls of the higheft Injuftice fhould 
make one of Juftice, is fo fundamentally 
wrong, fo diametrically oppofite to com- 
mon- fcnfe, and all our ideas of juftice, that 
it is equally aftonifhing that fo many (hould 

believe it themfelves, or impofe it upon o- 
thers. But on the foregoing theory this 
alfo may be a little cleared up, and will by 
no means appear fo very inconfiftent with 
Reafon : for if a certain quantity of Mifery 
in fome part of the Univerfal Syftem is ne- 
ceJfTary to the Happinefs and Well-being of 
the Whole ; and if this neceffity arifes from 
its anfwering fome purpofes incomprehen^ 
fible to the human Undcrftanding j I will 

L 3 afk 
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afk. any impartial Reafoncr, Why the Suf- 
ferings of one Being may not anfwer the 
fame Ends, or be as efFeftual towards pro- 
moting Univerfal Good as the Sufferings of 
another ? If the Miferies of Individuals are 
to be looked upon as taxes which they are 
obliged to pay towards the fupport of the 
Publick, why may not the fufferings of one 
Creature ferve the fame purpofes, or abfolve 
as much of that necelTary tax as the Suffer- 
ings of another, and on that account be ac- 
cepted as a payment or fatisfaclion for their 
Sufferings-, that is, for the Sufferings due 
to the Publick Utility from the punifhment 
of their crimes, without which the Happi- 
nefs of the whole could not fubfifl, unlefs 
they (hould be replaced by the Sufferings of 
others ? As we are entirely ignorant why 
Mifery has any exiftence at all, or what in- 

tereft 
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tereft ic ferves in the general Syftem of 
things, this may poffibly be the cafe for any 
thing wc know; and that it is not, I am 
certain no one can affirm ; with Reafon : 
Reafon indeed cannot inform us that it is 
fo^ but that it may be, is undoubtedly no 
contradiction to Reafon. 

If I miftake not it might be fhewn, that 

this principle of the neceflity of Moral Evil, 

and its punifhment, is the. foundation on 
which the whole fabrick of the Chriftian 

Difpenfation is eredcd ; the principle itfelf 
is avowed by the Author of that Difpenfa- 
tion in clear, and exprefs words : ll muft 
needs be^ fays he, that offences come ; but woe 
unto that man by whom the Offence ccmeth. 
That is, it is neceflary towards compleating 

the defigns of Providence, that fome men 

L 4 fhou'd 
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fhould commit crimes ; but as no Indivi- 
dual is compelled by ncccffity to commit 
them. Woe unto all, who are thus guilty. 
He came by his excellent precepts, aind ex- 
ample, to diminiQi the quantity of Moral 
Evil in the World, Jind of Mifcry confe- 
quential from its punifliment, but found it 
necefTary to replace that Milery in fomc de- 
gree by his own voluntary, and unmerited 

Sufferings : and perhaps the unparallel'd 
tortures inflidled on his difciples and follow- 
ers might be alfo necefifary, and fubfcrvient 
to the fame purpofes. 

From what has been here faid, I think, 
it is evident that the Origin of Evil is by 
no means fj difncult to account for as at 
firfl: fight it appears j for it has been 
plainly flicwn that mofl: of thofe we ufually 

com- 
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complain of are Evils of Imperfeftion, 
which are rather the abfence of compara- 
tive Advantages than pofitive Evils, and 
therefore, properly fpeaking, no Evils at 

all ; and as fuch, ought to be intirely ftruck 
out of the Catalogue. It has likewife been 
made appear, that of natural Evils, which 
are the fufFerings of fenfitive Beings, many 
are but the confcquences naturally rcfulting* 
from the particular circumftances of parti- 
cular ranks in the fcale of Exiftence, which 
could not have been omitted without the 

deftruftion of the Whole; and that 'many 
more are in all probability neceflary, by 
means to us incomprehenfible, to the pro- 

dudion of Univerfal Good. Laftly, it has 
been fuggefted, that from this neceffity of 
Natural Evils may arife the expediency of 
Moral, without which thofe neceflary Suf- 
ferings 
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fcrings muft have been with lefs juftice in- 
flided on pcrfcft innocence ; and moreover, 
that it is probable Moral Evil, as well as Na- 
tural, may have fome ultimate tendency to 
the Good of the Whole ; and that the crimes 
and punifhments of fomp Beings may, by 
fome means or other, totally beyond the 
reach of our narrow capacities, contribute 
- to the Felicity of much greater Numbers. 

This plan. Sir, I am perfwaded is not 
far diftant from the Truth ; and on this 
Foundation, if I miftake not, a Syftem 
of Morality and Religion, more compleat 
and folid, more confiftent with Reafon, 
and with Chriftianity too, might beerefled 
than any which has yet appeared : I hearti- 
ly with that fome perfon of more learning, 
^ abilities and Icifure than myfelf, (and much 

more 
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more, I am fure, of all it would require) 
encouraged by your Favour, and aflifttd 
by your Sagacity, would undertake it, and 
condcfcend to fill up thefe out-lines fo inac- 
curately fketched out by, 

S I R, &c. 
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On Political Evils* 

SIR, 

ACCORDING to my propofcd 
Plan there ftill remain two forts of 

Evils to be accounted for. Political and 
Religious ; under which heads, (if you are 
not already tired with fo abftrufe and un- 
entertaining a correfpondence) I (hall endea- 
vour to fhew you, that it is utterly impof- 
fible, even for Omnipotence itfelf, tpgive 
a perfeft Government, or a pcrfedt Religion 
to an imperfcft Creature; and therefore, 
that the numberlefs imperfeftions inherent 
I in 
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in all human Governments and Religions, 
are not imputable to God, nor any dcfeft 
of power, wifdom, or goodnefs in Him ; 
but only to the inferiority of Man's Ra- 
tion in the Univerfe, Which neceiTarily ex- 
pofes him to Natural and Moral Evils, 
and mull, for the fame reafon, to Poli- 
tical and Religious •, which are indeed but 
the Confequences of the other. Superior 
Beings may probably form to themfelves, 
or receive from their Creator, Govern- 
ment without tyranny or Corruption, and 
Religions without Delufions or Abfurdi- 
ties ; but Man cannot : God indeed may 
remove him into fo exalted a Society; 
but whilft he continues to be Man, he muft 
be fubjeft to innumerable Evils j amongft 
which thofe I call Political and Religious 
are far from being the leaft. 



But 
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But as thefe two kinds of Evils are very 
difiirent, they will require different confi- 
dcraiions ; I (hall therefore, in the prefent 
confine niyfelf to the Political only ; by 
which I mean all thofe grievous burthens 
of Tyranny and Oppreffion, of Violence 
and Corruption, of War and Defolation, 
under which all i^ges and nations have 
ever groaned on account of Govern- 
mcnt : little lefs deftruflive perhaps to the 
happinefs of Mankind than even Anarchy 

itfelf J but wljich, notwithftanding, are fo' 
woven into the very effence of all Human 
Governments from the Depravity of Man, 

• 

that without them none can be either cf- 
tablilhed, maintained or adminiftered, nor 
confcquently can they be prevented with- 
out changing that Depravity into perfec- 
tion ; that is, without a compleat Alte- 
ration in Human Nature. How this 

M comes 
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comes to pafs may be cafily explained by 
a (hort examination, firft into the nature 
and origin of Government in general, and 
afterwards into thofe of particular Forms 
and Policies *, than which nothing has been 
more commonly mifundcrftood and mifrc- 
prefented. 

As to Government in general, it is no 
wonder, that it is fo produftive of Evil, 
fince its very Nature confifts of Power 
trufted in the hands of fuch imperfeft and 
vicious Creatures as Men, and exercifcd 
over others as imperfeft and vicious as 
themfelves ; in which there muft be Pride, 
Avarice and Cruelty on one Side, Envy, 
Ignorance and Obftinacy on the other; 
and Injuftice and Self-Intereft on both. 
Its Origin alfo arifcs from the fame im- 
pure fource of human Imperfeftion 5 that 

is. 
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is» Men being neither wife nor honeft tr 
nough, to piirfue their common or mutu- 
al interefts without Compulfion , are Or 
bliged to fubmit to fome, in order to fc- 
cure their lives and properties from the de- 
predations of all : but tho* this Neceflity 
drives them into fome kind of Govern- 
ment, yet it can never decide who fhall 
govern, becaufe all Men being by nature 
equal, every one has an equal right to this 
fuperiority : this therefore can be determi- 
ned only by more Imperfeftions : that is, 
by the Struggles of Ambition, Treachery, 
Violence and Corruption ; from fuccefs 
in which univerfal fcramble are derived 
all the mighty Empires of the Earth : One 
Man at firft by fome of thefe methods ac- 
quiring the command over a few, then 
by their aid extending his power over 
greater numbers, and at laft by the afr 

M 2 fiftancc 
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fiftance of thofe numbers, united by the 
advantage of plundering others, fubdu- 
ing all oppofition: and thus we fee all hu- 
.man Government is the Offspring of Vio- 
lence and Corruption, and muft inherit 
the imperfedion of both its parents. It 
is plain alfo . that national Governments 
can never be fupported by any other me- 
thods than thofe by which they were at 
firft rais'd ; for, being all independent of 
each other, and retaining ftill their original 
inclination to devour each other ; and hav- 
ing no fuperior triburfal to refer to for juf- 

tice, they can have no means to fecurc 
their own poffeflions, orto^'epel their mu- 
tual encroachments, but by force, which 
is call'd the Right of War ; that is, the 
right of doing all the wrong that lies in 
their power : For war, however dignified 
with honours and encomiums by conquer- 
ors 
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ors and their flatterers, is in faft nothing 
clfc but robbery and murder. Nations hav- 
ing no more right to plunder each other 
than Parilhes, nor Men to kill one another 
in their poiicical than in their private capa- 
cities. 

If we look into the internal conftitutions 
of all thefe Governments, we (hall find 
likewife, that they muft be adminiftered 
by the fame violence and corruption to 
whiqh they are indebted for their Origin 1 
that is, by hiring one part of the fociety 
to force the other into fubjeftion ; and 
that none of them evei* fubfifted any long- 
er than whilft the ftronger part, not al- 
ways the mod numerous, found it for 
their advantage to keep the weaker in 
obedience : for it (hould be ever remeni- 

bered, as the fundamental of all politics^ 

M 3 that 



» 
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that men will never fubmit to each other 
merely for the fake of public Utility 
too remote a benefit to make any impreffion 
on the dull fenfes of the multitude ; but 
muft be always beat or bribed into obedi- 
ence. Higher orders of Beings may fub- 

* If any one is fo ignorant of human nature, 
as to fancy that they will, let him make the ex- 
periment in a fingle parifli, and thefe, if without 
Power or Compulfion, Intereft or Gratuity, 
folely by the ftrength of reafon, and motives of 
public advantage, he can perfwade the inhabitants 
to fubmit to equal and neceflary taxes, to repair 
roads, build bridges, inclofe commons, drain 
marfhes, employ their poor, or perform any 
works of general Utility : if he can accomplilh 
this let him retain his opinion, but if he finds it 
utterly impra£licable, let him not expe£t, that it 
can ever be done in a whole Nation, in which 
there are fo many more fadions, interefts and ab- 

furdities to contend with. 

mit 
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mit to each other on nobler rhotives, from 
their fenfe of Virtue or of utiiverfal Bene- 
fit ; but Man can be governed by nothing 
but the Fear of Punifliment or the hopes 
of Reward ; that is, by Self-intereft) the 
great Principle that operates in the political 
World in the fame manner that Attraftion 
does in the natural, prcferving order and 
reftraining every thing to its proper courfc 
by the continual endeavours of every indi- 
vidual to draw all power and property to 
bimfclf*. 

If we defcend to the examination of par- 
ticular forms of government, we (hall fee 

♦ There is indeed one other method of Go- 
vernment frequently made ufe of by the moft illuf- 
trious Princes and Legiflators, that is Fraud ; but, 
as this operates only by the appearance of Self- 

Intereft, it may properly be comprehended under 
that head. 

M 4 them 
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them all exaftly correfpond with this gene- 
ral plan ; we (ball find that none of them 
owe their Origin to patriarchal power, the 

divine right of Princes, or the uninfluen- 

ced choice of the people ; things which 
never exifted but in the idle dreams of vi- 
fionary poliricians ; but all to the ftruggles 
of Ambition and Self-Intereft, fubfiding at 
laft into fome kind of policy ; either into 
abfolute Monarchy or fome fpccies of po- 
pular Government more or lefs remote 
from it, as the different parts of it have 
had Strength or Fortune to prevail •, all 
which muft be carried on by the fame vi- 
llous methods of Violerxe or Corruption, 
and confequently be produftive of num- 
bcrlefs, if not of equal, Evils. 

In abfolute Monarchies, for inftance, 
great violence mufl be cxercifcd to keep 

men, 
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men, by nature equal, in fo unnatural a 
Suhjeftion ; this muft produce plots, re- 
bellions, civil wars and mafTacres; and 
thefe muft require more Violence to reprefs 
them : but this violence cannot be ufed 
without much corruption ; for it is not 
the perfon of the fovereign, his crown and 
fcepter, that can preferve his- authority, 
nor can he deftroy thoufands with his own 
hand, like a Hero in a Romance; a pow- 
erful army muft be kept in pay to enflave 
the people, and a numerous clergy to de- 
ceive them *-, whofe ambition, avarice, 

luxury 

• It has been reprefented as if the Author by 
this defigned to infinuate that the whole bufi- 
nefs of the Clergy was to deceive the people ; 
than which nothing can be more diflant from 
his intentions : all that he means is, that Men 
will not eafily fubmit to Tyranny unlefs their 
confciences arc firft inflaved ; or that popery is 

the 
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luxury and cruelty tnuft be fatiaced with 

the blood and trcafurcs of that very People 
as a. reward for their fervices : hence infinite 
Evils nouft arife, the lives, liberties and 
properties of all muft be dependent on the 
capricious will of One, or, what is worfe. 

On the wills of his pimps, flatterers and fa- 
vourites : juflice muft be perverted by fa- 
vour, and that favour can fcldom be ob- 
tained but by adulation^ fervility and trea- 
<^hery : this produces all kinds of Moral 
Evils, and thefe beget more Political. 

In Democraiical governments, if there 
is Icfs Violence there is more Corruption •, 

which in thefe indeed is the Bafis of all 
Power, and produdive of the moft mif- 

the moft efFe<Slual fupport of arbitrary power : a 
propofition which he fuppofes no one will pre- 

iumc to contradifl, 

chicvous 
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chievous efFefis; here all things are at the 
difpofal of an ignorant and giddy Multi- 
tude, always led to their own deftrnftion 
by the flimfy eloquence and preiended pa- 
triotifm of Knaves, Fools, and enthufiaf- 
tic Madmen -, or commonly of fome ex- 
traordinary Genius, formed for popularity 
by a lucky compofition of all thefe excel- 
lent ingredients ; all fubordination is fub- 
vertcdj and the moft infolent and vicious 
of the people muft be careffcd, bribed and 
intoxicated, and by that means rendered 
fiill more infolent and vicious; and all 
who by thefe mechods acquire their favour 
muft be no lefs vicious than themfelves. 
If in dcfpotic Governmencs power cannot 
be attained but by Servility and Adulation, 
in Democracical it can never be acquired 
but by the more pernicious vices of Tur- ^ 
bulence and Faftion ; for which Reafon 
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thefe are ever fure to be governed by the 
mod wicked, ambitious, avaricious, and 
mifchievous of their Members. 

Mixed Governments, tho* perhaps pro- 
dudlive of fewer Evils than either of the 
former, yet muft ncceffarily partake of 
thofe belonging to both, and be fupported 
by more or lefs of violence, as they more 
or lefs approach the Defpotic ; or of Cor- 
ruption, as they come nearer to the Demo- 
cratical principles : the further they flirink 
from the iron fcourges of the one, the 
more will they be entangled in the golden 
fetters of the other ; for Corruption muft 
always increafe in due proportion to the 
decreafe of arbitrary power, fince where 
there is lefs power to command obedience, 
there muft be more bribery to purchafe it, 

or there can be no government at all. 

Thefe 
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efe have bcfides many Evils peculiar to 
titfclves, the very excellence of thefe 
: of conftitutions being produftive of 
^nveniences : for this excellence confift- 
principally in this, that their different 
ts are able to counteraft each others 
bhievous intentions, the reins of Go- 
nment are kept tight only by each pul- 
5 a different way, and they fubfift by a 
petual contention, like a body kept 
c by the oppofite efFcflis of contrary 
fons : a very precarious and uneafy kind 
exiftence 1 This cxpofes them in Tome 
afure to all the Evils incident to both 

51ute and popular Governments, tho' 
I Icfs degree : to the oppreffion of the 

', and the licentioufnefs of the other, 
•aftions at home, weaknefs abroad, and 
nitc expence in all parts of their admi- 
ration : yet are thefe mixed conftitu- 
tions 
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tions the very bed that human wifdom 
could ever difcovcr for the regulation of 
human fociecies. . 

All thefe Evils arife from the nature of 
Things and the Nature of Man, and not 
from the Wcaknefs or Wickednefs of par-, 
ticular Men, or their accidental afccndency 
in particular Governments : the degrees of 
them may indeed be owing to thefe, but 
their exiftence is immutable. So long as 
the Imperfedlion gf human nature conti- 
nues, fo long will Princes, for the mod 
part, convert that power with which they 
are trufted for the fake of publick Utility, 
to the ignoble ends of their own avarice; 
luxury or ambition ; fo long will the people 
prefer prefent Self-intereft to remote benefits 
arifing from national profpericy ; and fo 
long will corrupt minifters employ this 

po. 
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oopular venality to their own private ad- 
irantage % and how many foever are lope 
off, 

Non deficit aureus alter. 

It is the mifapprchenfion of this, that is 
the fundamental error of all ignorant, but 
well-meaning, fpeculativc politicians *, of 

all 



• It is a ftrange, but a certain Truth, that in 
politicks moft principles fpeculatlvely right are 
pra£lically wrong : to give a few inftances of 
this kind out of many commonly adopted : viz* 
that thofc who are poileft of moft property will 
iight beft in its defence : that national tMifinefs is 
moft fuccefsfully carried on by afTemblies of Men 
uninfluenced and unconnected: that unbounded 
Liberty, civil and ecclefiaftical, is moft condu* 
cive to publick happinefs and virtue : all thefe 
propofitions have reafon on their fide, but experi- 
ence againft them : they all captivate vulgar minds, 

be- 
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all pthcrs the moft untraiftable in govern- 
ment, and mifchievou? in bufinefs, the en- 
gines with which knaves work, and the 
ladders on which they mount to prefer- 
ment : who endeavour to deftroy all go- 
vernments, becaufe they are not perfcft; 
and oppofe all adminiftrations, becaufe 

they cannot govern men by fuch means as 
they are not defign'd, or form'd to be go- 
verned by : who, by a Syfiphasan kind of 
politics, are ever labouring to roll up a 
ftone, that muft recoil upon ihemj and 

becaufe they look like truth, and they look like 
truth, becaufe they would be true if mankind in 
general afled upon honeft or even upon rational 
principles ; but as in fad they do neither thej 
are utterly falfe, and all political ftruflures built 
on fuch unftable foundations will inevitably fall 
to the Ground. 

to 
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to render that fawltleisi which infinite 
|x>wer and wifdom cannot exempt from in- 
coaveniencesy abufes^ and imperfe^iQi^s. 

^3bopld one enunnet;ate all of this Jcind^ 

wbi<?h cannot be exc^q^cd from QoY^rn- 
qoept without the total alteration of human 
oature^ they would be endlefs ; to inftance 
but, ^ .&w : all j)oliticaI bodies^ ]ike the na- 
tural, miafi: h^ve (he feeds of their own 
dlflbiution.fown m tJ^eir very effeqce, gnd 

|j]^e Akuvfi be ^d^ftroj^cd !>y every. exci^fs^j 
by ^excels of poyerty ,or.riches> of fl^vcry 
or liberty, of jgppwnce orJlcnowledge, qf 
adv^fity.or.profperity : aJlrong^proof pf 
If^eir imperfedion, thac.tbey <;:9ni;iQt b^r 
i^pcc^.even of the.gi£ateftj;,ofld; an4 y^ 
ihiey <;^DPt be. formed of ,mpre d^uf^^t^le 
nj^tef iais, fo lo^ ^ they aise wpftkii?^ 

of .fe» Wn iCjea W^' M B<»wr tr,i|ftj^. m 

N the 
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the hands of fo imperfeft a creature as man, 
muft be pernicious and oppreffive, and yet 
fomewhere fuch power muft be tniftcd. 
All human Laws muft be liable to mifcon- 
ftruftion, and uncertainty, yet without 
Laws property cannot be fecur'd. AH po- 
pular Eledions muft be attended with 
corruption, licentioufnefs, and the perver- 
fion of juftice, yet without them the liber- 
ty of no country can be preferv'd. All 
national provifions for the poor muft not 
only be encouragements to idlenefs, but 

produftive of contefts, and oftentimes of 
cruelty, yet without fuch many honeft but 
unfortunate people muft inevitably perilh. 
All religious tefts, and fubfcriptions, are 
in their own natures fubverfive of truth and 
morals ; yet the folly of one part of man- 
kind, and the knavery of the other, will 

fcarcely permit any government to fubfift 

with- 
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without them. Trade and wealth are the 
ftrcngth and the purfuit of every wife nati- 
on, yet thefc muft certainly produce Luxu- 
ry, which no lefs certainly muft produce 
their deftruftion. All War is a complica^ 
tion of all manner of Evils natural and 
moral, that is of mifery and wickednefs ; 
yet without it national contentions can ne- 
ver be determined. No Government can 
be carried on^ nor fubordination preferv'd, 
without forms, and ceremonials, pomp, 
and parade ; yet all fuch, from the inferi- 
ority of human nature giving itfelf airs of 
grandeur and magnificence, and the defpi- 

' cable expedients it is obliged to have re- 
courfe to fupport it, muft always have 
fomething tnean aftd ridiculous in them to 
exalted underftandings. All' Governments 
are in a great meafure upheld by abfurd 
notions iiifufed into the minds of the pe<>- 

N a pic, 
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:|ile, «f cfae divine Tight of fome particular 
fierfon or ftunity to reign oyer 4hem;; a 
fooUIh j>artialicy for fonne particular fpot 
of ground y an outrageous zeal for ibme 
relfipon which they cannot uaderftad, 4Mr 
la ienfelef8purfuitx>f Glory ;w^hicfa they can 
never attain ; thefe are aU faife principleii 
,yet without them, oriome l&eftfaem, aa 
nation can long fubfift : thcjy ^can Be¥€r he 
defended hj reafon, fet reafon can -produce 
no others thatx:an fuf^ly their, places* Er 
very flourilhing nation endeavours to im- 
j)rove Arts, and cultivate Reafon and gqod 
ienfe ; yet if thefe ztc extended too fat, 
or too univer&Ily diiFus*d, no .nattonal 
government or national religion can long 
Hand their ground; for it is with old 

eftabli(hments as with old houfes, their de- 
formities are commonly their fupports, 
and the& can never be remov!d without 

endan- 
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idangering the whole labrick. la Quxtg: 
> Governmenc can be admioiftei^d wich- 
at in fome degree deceiving^ the people, 
ptpreSng the mean, iodulging the great, 
>rrupdng the venal, oppofing £i£kions to. 
ydk ocber^ and teaiporifing with, par- 
es. 

It is thts necellity for Evil in all Gch 
^rnment, which gives that weight and 
)pularity, which ufually attends all thofe 
ho oppoTe, and calumniate any Govern- 
ient whatever ; appearing always to have 
afon on their fide, becaufe (he Evils of 
1 power are confpicuous to the meaneft 
opacity, whereas the necefUty fgr tlu^ 
vils are perceivable only to Superior yih 
jrftandings: every one can feel the bur- 
ren of taxes, and fee the inconvenieixcA 
* armies, places, and penfioflSy that muft 

N 3 encreafe 
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cncreafe them, but very few are able to 
comprehend that no Government can be 
fupported without them in a certain degree ; 
and that the more liberty any nation enjoys," 
the greater muft be their number and ne- 
ceflity. The moft ignorant can perceive 
the mifchiefs that muft arife from corrupt 
Minifters and venal Parliaments ; but it re- 
quires fome fagacity to difcem, that aflem- 

blies of nqien uncpnnefted by felf-intercft 
will no more draw together in the bufinefs 
of the publick th.-n horfes without harnefs 
or bridles; but, like them, inftead of be- 
ing quietly guided in the right road of ge- 
neral utility, will immediately run riot, 
flop the wheels of government, and tear 
all the political machine to pieces. 

From hence it comes to pafs that all ig- 
norant wrongheaded people naturally run 

into 
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iCo oppoficion and fadion, whilft the wife 
)an knows that thofe Evils cannot be cra- 
icated, and that their excefsonly can be 
reventcd ; that thus far every honeft man 
'ill endeavour to his utmoft, but to pro* 
2ed farther only fools will hope for, or 

naves pretend. He knows that numbers 
f men muft always aft in the fame man- 
er, if in the fame circumftances ; that Po- 
tics are a faience as reducible to certainty 
s Mathematicks, and in them efFefts as 
ivariably follow their caufes : that the 
iperations of Will are as uniform, as thofe 
>f matter and motion; and that thoV the 
^ions of individuals are contingencies, 
hofe of numbers are conftant, and invari- 
.blc : that tho* a fingle man may poffibly 
)refer publick utility to private advantage, 
t is utterly impoflible, that the majority of 

numerous bodies fhould be aftuated by the 

N 4 fame 
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fattte gehcr*dus and patriotic principles*; 
thcfc can fpring onl/ ftoxA Virtue and Wif- 
domy.bcnevolcint hearts, and compreben&ve 

* This majr be demonftrated by a familiar 
lilftahce : it is by ho means uncommon for a fin* 
gte Die to conie up a Six, altho* the odds iTgaioft 
ie ^re five t6 one, but that a Majority otRfo 
hundred Dice Ihould at the fame time come up 
Six's is fcarcely within the power of Fortune; 
becaufe the odds againft each individual become 
aimoft infinite when operating upon the whole 
five hundred together. For the fame reafon, fup- 
pofing every Sixth Man to be wife, honed, and 
public- fpirFt^d, which fureTy in any Country is a 
very liberal aflowaiice, there would not be the 
fmalleft pfobabHity (hat the Majority of any five 
aiandred to be cbofen out of the whole, would 
be of that fort, tho' elefied with the utmoft im« 
partiality; but, if ambition, felf-intereft, and 
corruption interfere in the choice, as they moft 
infallibly will, thefe wiU render it totally impof- 
fibk, 
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ihderftandingST; which, being the portion 
}uc of a ftvt more exalted individuals, 

ran neivcr be fouiid in the multitude to be 
govcrnM : nor can they be beftow'd in any 
extraordinary degree on thofc who govern, 
^ti6 would thereby be rendered unfit for 
Acir occupations : Statefmen and Minifters, 
who muft be hackney'd in the ways of men, 
cannot be made of fuch pure and refinM 
materials ; peculiar muft be the compofiti- 
on of that little creature CallM a Great Man. 
He mud be formed of all kinds of contra* 
dt£tions ; I^e mud be indefatigable in bufi- 
nefs» to fit him for the labours of his ftation^ 
and at the fame time fond of pleafures, t0 
enable him to attach many to his interefts 
by a participation of their vices : He fiiuft 
be matter of much artifice and kna«^eiy, 
his fituation requiring hito t6 cifiploy, 2lnd 
be employed by, fo many knaves ; yet he 

4 muft 
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muft have fome honcfty, or thofe very 
knaves will be unwilling to truft him: 
He muft be poffcfs'd of great magnanimity 
perpetually to «onfront furrounding ene- 
mies, and impending dangers ; yet of great 
meannefs, to flatter thofe enemies, and fuf- 
fer tamely continual injuries, and abufes : 
He muft be wife enough to conduft the 

great affairs of Mankind with fagacity and 
fuccefs, and to acquire riches and honours 
for his reward -, and at the fame time fool- 
i(h enough to think it worth a wife man's 
while to meddle with fuch affairs at all, and 
to accept of fuch imaginary rewards for 
real fuffcrings. Since then in all human 
Governments fuch muft the Governors, and 
fuch the Governed eternally be, it is certain 
they muft be ever big with numberlefs im- 
perfe6lions, and produftive of abundant 
*^ Evils : and it is no lefs plain, that if infinite 

Good 
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3oodnefs could not exclude natural and 
noral Evils, infinite Power can never pre- 
(rent Political. 

I hope. Sir, the pifture I have here 
drawn of human nature, and human Go* 
vcrnment, will not appear to you too much 
of the Caricature kind : your experience in 
both muft inform you that it is like, tho* 
your good nature may incline you to be 
forry that it is fo. I truft likewifc to 
your good fenfe to diflinguiih, that what 
has here been faid of their impecfcftions, 
^nd abufes, is by no means intended as a 
defence of them, but meant only to (hew 
their neceflity : to this every wife man ought 
quietly to fubmit, endeavouring at the fame 
time to redrefs them to the utmoft of his 
power ; which can be effcftcd by one me- 
thod 
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thod only ; that is, by a reformation of 
Manners : for as all PoUcical EviU derive 
their Original from Moral, thefe can never 
be remov'dy until thofe are firft amended. 
He therefore, who ftriftly adheres to Vir- 
tue and Sobriety in his condu6t, and in- 
forces them by his example, does more real 

fervice to a State, than he who difplaces 
a Minifter, or dethrones a Tyrant ; this 
gives but a temporary relief, but that exter- 
minates the Caufe of the difeafe. No im- 
moral Man then can poflibly be a true pa- 
triot 5 and all thofe who profefs outrageous 
zeal for the liberty and profperity of their 
Country, and at the fame time infringe her 
laws, affront her religion, and debauch her 
people, are but dcfpicable Quacks, by 
^ fraud or ignorance increafing the diforders 

they 
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Jiey pretend to remedy : as fuch, I know, 
hey have always appeared to your fuperior 
udgment, and fuch they are ever efteetn'd 

S I R, &c. 
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On Religious Evils. 



SIR,. 

I NOW come to my laft head of Evils,; 
which I call Religious; by which I 
nean all that madnefs, and folly, into which 
nankind have perpetually fallen under the 
lame of Religion ; together with all thofe 
?erfecutions, MaiTacres, and Martyrdoms» 
irhich fome have been induced to infiid^ 
nd others to fuflfer, from an Enthufiaftic 

• 

^al for thofe errors and abfurdities : Evils 

O of 
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of the moft enormous fize, and which of 
aH others are the moft difficult to be ac- 
counted for^ as their exiftence feems moft 
inconfiftent with infinite Goodnefs, and 
inoft eafily preventable by infinite t'ower. 
For, tho' human nature could not be ex- 
empted from natural and moral Evil (as 
has be^n Ihewn) tveti by Omnipotence, 
yet, one would think, a far lefs degree of 
power might have been fufficient to have 
defended it from Religious ; by imparting 
to Mankind a true, rational, and explicit 
fyftem of Theology and Ethics ; by which 
means all the abfurdities of falfe keligions, 
and all the calamities flowing from thbfe 
abfurdities, would have bien effeftually pre- 
vented. Wonderful therefore muft it ap- 
pear, fince the happinefs of Men, thro* eve- 
ry part of their exiftence, fo much depends 
on their Religion, that is, on their enter- 
taining 
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-taining right notions of God and bis Attri<^ 
butes, of their duty to him^ and their be* 

haviour to each other ; moH: wonderful t 
(kfj and aftonifhing it mull appear, that 
a wife tod benevdlent Creator Ihould fo 
far have deferted his Creatures on this im- 
portant occafion, as to have fuffered them, 
thro' all generations, to have wandered 
amidfl: fuch perilous precipices in the 
dark; or if at any time he has vouch- 
lafed them any fupernatural light, that it 
fhouid have been fo faint aAd glimmer- 
ing that it has rather ferved to terrify 
them with the gloomy profpedt of their 
danger^ than to enable them to avoid 
it* 

If we look back as far as hiftory will 
carry ust we fhall find all ages and nations 
prafbifing, under the name of Religion^ 

O 2 fiich 
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fuch inhuman, obfcenc, ftupid and exe- 
crable Idolatries, tha,t it would difgrace 
human Nature but to enumerate them: 
we (hall fee the wifeft Men of the wifeft 
Countries confulting Oracles of wood and 
ftone, and confiding in the foolifh fuper- 
ftitionof the flight of birds, the entrails of 

beads, and the pecking of chickens ; we 
fliall fee them butchering their innocent 
herds and flocks as an attonement for their 
vices, and facrificing their enemies, their 
flaves, their children, and fometimes them- 
felves, to appeafe the wrath of their imagi- 
nary Deities, of whofe worfhip no cruelty 
was too horrid to be made a part ; and by 
whofe infamous examples no wickednefs 
was too execrable to be patronifed. At 
length Chriflianity appeared, a fketch of 
Morality, the moft rational, and of Reli- 
gion the mofl fublime the world had ever 
feen j which, if ever God condefcended to 

reveal 
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reveal his Will to Man, undoubtedly makes 
the fairefl pretenfions to be that Revelation : 
and indeed, if we ferioufly confider its in- 
ternal Excellence,' the reafonablenefs of its 

Morality, the fublimity of its Theology, 
that it alone has fixed the right Criterion of 
Virtue, alone difcovered the magnaninf)ity 

of Forgivenefs : that its notions of the 
Deity, his attributes and difpenfations, are 

fo unlike all th^t ever entered into the 
heads of the wifeft philofophers of preced- 
ing ages, and yet fo well conBrmed by the 
learned difcoveries of all fucceeding times ; 

fo far exalted above all human reafon, and 
yet fo confonant with it, and what is mod 
conclufive, fo infinitely above the Capaci- 
ties of thofe who publiflied them to the 
World ; if we add to this its obfcurc rife 
and amazing progrefs, I think, we can 
fcarcely doubt but that there muft be fome- 

O 3 thing 
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thing Supernatural in it : and yet, with all 
thcfc marks of Divinity ftamped upon it, 
far from anfwering that idea of Perfe^n 
which we might expedl: firom the divine 
Interpontion, it was but a Sketch, whofe 
Out-iines indeed appear the Work of a con- 
iiimmate Mafter, but filled up from time 
to time by unequal and injudicious hands. 
It had many defeats in its inftitution, 
and was attended with many and great 
Evils in its confequences ^ in its inftitu- 
uon it wanted Univerfality, * Authcn- 

* By want pf Authenticity is here meant only 
the want of thatdemonfirable, and infallible Au- 
thority, of which all hiftorical FaAs are in their 
own Natures incapable^ and which, had the 
friends of the Chriftian Revelation never pretend- 
ed to beftow upon It, the truth of that event had 
been no more difputed, than the truth of any 
other well-atteftcd Hidory whatfoeven 

ticity, 



ticity, * PerfpiGUity, and f Poiicy, and 
in its confequencc^ it was foon corrupt* 
tdf and from that corruption produflive 
Df the mofl mifchievous efFeAs. Its great 

Au. 

* The want of Perfpicuity in thb Revelation 
needs furdy no other teftimpny, than the Mil- 
lions of Writers, who for feventeen Centuries 
have laboured to demonftrate, haroionife, fyfte- 
mife, iliuftrate, and explain every one of its 

Do£lrine$ ; and the m left num^erlefs, and va«» 
rious Opinions, that remain to this D^y concern* 
ing theoi all : mMch in^leed pf this ohfcurity baa 
proceeded from Men'f endeavours to make if 
what they fancied it Ihpuld have been» bi^t for 
which it wa^ nev^ intended s that is, a regulafji 
clear, and explicit bo4y of moral and political ^7 
fiitutes* 

f By Policy is here meant all Inftitutions an4 
Regulations of human Government, both civile 
and ecdefiaftical | concerning which the Author 
of the Chrifiian Religion has care&Ily avoided 

O 4 giv- 






200 The NATURE and 

Author dcfigncd it not to be exempted 
from any of thcfe Imperfcftions. He re- 
vealed it only to a fmall and obfcure cor- 
ner 

giving any dire£lions. AH thefe he has left to 
be ordered by every State in fuch a manner as 
(hall appear to them moft convenient, and has 
commanded his difciples tobefubjed, as Men, 
to their ordinances, not only for Wrath but for 

Confcimci faki\ but forefeeing the infinite mlf- 
chiefs that muft arife from trufting human Crea- 
tures With a divine power, he has forbid them as 
Chrifiians, either to exercife, or fubmit to any 
authority over each other, under any pretence 
of its being derived fromhimfelf: Ye know^ he 
fays, that the Princes of the Gentiles exercife domi- 
nion over them J and they that are great exercife au- 
thority upon them\ But itjhall not he fo among you \ 

^c. Matt. XX* 2$. And perhaps there is no 
ftrongcr proof of the divine Wifdom of this great 
Inflrudor of Mankind, than the extraordinary 

cau- 
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ner of the World in Parables and Myftc- 
rics: He guarded not its original Purity, 
which feems to have died with himfelf, by 
committing it to any written Records, bat 

left it in the hands of illiterate Men, who, 
tho' they were honeft enough to die for it, 

were never wife enough perfeftly to uhder- 
ftand it. All Policy he difclaims in cxprefs 
Words, faying. My kingdom is rot of tins 
Worlds that is, I meddle not with the Po- 
litical Affairs of Mankind ; I teach Men 
to defpife the World, but not to govern it. 
Nor did He expedl any better confequences 
from its progrefs than thofe which adually 

caution with which he has pafled over a fubjed, 
on which no rules could be prsfcribed not incoa- 
fiftent cither with Praftice or with Virtue : and 
yet a Subje3 which all other Legiflators have 
confidered as their moft important Objed. 

fol. 
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followed : He was by no means ignorant 
of its future corruption, ^d that, tbo' his 
primitive inftitution breathed nothiiig but 
Peace, and Fprbearance, Good-will and 
Benevolence ; yet that in minting with the 
Policies and Intereils of Mankind, it woijld 
be produdive of tyranny and opprefCon, 
of martyrdoms and maflacres, of nadonal 

wars and family diflentions. Thinimt^ 
fays he, / come to fend peace on Earthy 1 

come not to fend peace hut a Sword: for I 

am come tofet a man at Variance againfi bis 

father^ and the daughter againfi ber motber^ 

and the daughter-in-law againfi ber mother- 

in-law. A Prophecy too fatally fulfilled ! 

From what infcrutable fource cran all 
thefe imperfedion^, and all thcle conlequent 
Evils, derive their exiftencc ? On what in- 
comprebenfible plan muft the wife Difpofer 

of 
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of all tbing^5 proceed, to fuffer rpcp thp» 

to bewilder tbemfelves in the Ubyrintb$ pf 
error, and from thepce to plunge intQ tbe 
gulphs of wickednefs gnd rpifery, when the 
leafl: diredion from hU omnipotent hand 
would lead then) thro* the flqwQry p^thjs of 
Truth to Virtue and Felicity ? 3trange ! 
that he has not given them reafon fu^ci^ 
ent to perform this important office ! Scran* 
ger ! that, if ever be condefcended to afr 
fid that Reafon with his infinite Wifdom» 
even the Religion that refplts from that fu« 
pernatural afiiftance fhould be diil defi(:i^n|; 
in almoft every one of the principal requi- 

fites neceilary towards aecomplilhing the 
great and beneficent ends it was defigne4 
for ! that it (hould want Univerfaliey to ren* 
der it impartial, Authentieity to make it de- 
monllrable, Perfpicuity to nuke it intelli- 
gible, and Policy to make it ufeful to Man« 

kind : 
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kind : that it (hould immediately have been 
corrupted, and from that corruption been 
produftiv^ of all the Mifcry and Wickcd- 
nefs it feemed calculated to prevent. But 
on examination we fhall find, that thefe E- 
vils, like all thofe of which we have before 
treated, owe their exiftence to no defed of 
goodneHs or power in God, but to the im* 

perfe&ion of Man and their own neceflity : 
that is, to the impradicability of giving a 
perfcft Religion to an imperfeA Creature, 
From whence this impradicability arifes I 
will endeavour to explain. 

There are but two methods, that we 
know of, by which God can communicate 
a Religion to mankind : that is, either by 
the dedudions which he has impowercd 
him to make by the Force of that na- 
tural Reafon which he has implanted in 

him, 
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him, or by the extraordinary interpofition 

■ 

of Diviae Revelation : now from the firft 
of thefe little need be faid to (hew that no- 
thing perfed can be expeded : our Reafon 
is unliable in its foundations, and uncertain 
in its conclufions ; our lives are extremely 
Ihort, and our progrefs in (cience no lefs 
tedious, and retarded by numberlefs ob- 

ilacles : much of our time is employed in 
getting ideas, and much in acquiring lan- 
guage to exprefs them : few Men have ca- 
pacities to reafon, and fewer leifure : fome 
having fenie but no learning, want mate- 
rials to work with : others having learning 
and no fenfe, become more abfurd by hav- 
ing amafled much matter to miftake about : 
fo that to rdfe any tolerable fydem of Reli- 
gion, or Morals, from human reafon, re- 
quires the labours of many generations; 
from all which have already pad how little 

truth 
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truth can we colled ? and jret perhaps much 
of that little ii owing to Revelation, which 
we are apt to think unneceflary from the 
ver jr afliftance we have deceived from it ; 
like the Country- man whodefpifeid the Sun 
bccaufe it (hined in the day-time. We kc 
but a very fmall part of the great Whole, 
and fee that fmall part fo fuperficially, that 
we comprehend not the efiencebf any thing;. 

neither 

* Metaphyficlans divide all Being into Spirit 
and Matter : to Spirit they attribute motion, ac- 
tivity, fenfibility^ thought, will, and reafon, 

free from all folidity, and extenfion ; to Matter 
they afcribe folidity and extenfion only, void of 
all felf-motion, fenfe, and perception : but thefe 
defcrtptions are quite arbitrary, founded only 

upon their own imaginations, and by no means 
confiftent vi^ith experience : for Spirit feems to 
have many properties hot fo diftinft from Matter 
by its intimate Union with it in the compolition 

of 
2 
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ncithct of • Body of Spirit, of f Space or 

Time, 

mf all animab; and matter has certainly many 
qualities contradidory to this diftindion, fuch as 
cohefion, attraAion, elafiicitjr, eledricity, fer* 
mentation, heat, and vegetation, none of which 
can be accounted for from the mere paffive prin- 
ciples of Iblidity and exteniion. 

f Mtoy phitofophen have confidered Timt 
and Sjpace as real eftnoes ; whe#eas they haV6 
certainly no more than an imaginary exiftelurt 
derived kMj from the iolperfefiibh of human 
conceptions, and human language* They are 
in themfelves really nothing, and the attributes 
we be&ow upon them are applicable with equal 
fitopriety to nothing : that is, nothing has nei« 
thtr beginning tior end, nor can be comprehen* 
ded ^itbto any bounds. The intervening period 
between hiftoricat fa£b we difiing^uilh by the 
names of days and years; the diflances between 

places we call yard^ and miles, and from this 

man- 
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Time, of * Infinity or Eternity •, we know 
Icarce any thing of any thing, and leaft of 
all of the nature of God or ourfelves ; and 
therefore it is by no means furprifing that all 
Religions derived from fuch a fource (hould 
be full of Errors and Abfurdities. ^ If it be 

ailerted 

manner of exprefljng ourfelves they gain the ap- 
pearance of being fomething $ whereas abftra£led 
from thofe fz&s, and places, they are really no- 
thing: fo that if all things were annihilated. 
Space would immediately vanifh, and literally 
fpeaking, Time would be no more. 

• All the Ideas we have of Infinity and Eter- 
nity are acquired by adding in our imagination 
Miles to Miles and Years to Years, by which 
means we come never the nearer to them : for no 
addition of parts can ever make any thing infi- 
lute or eternal ; no two objefls can be placed at 
an infinite diftance, becaufe they would then be 
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ailerced that God might have given to 
Man a more comprehenfive Reafon and a 
greater Infight into Nature and Futurity : 
I anfwer, he certainly might, and he might 
alfo have given him the ftrength of the 
Horfe and the fwiftnefs of the Stag, as well 
as the underftanding of an Angel ; but then 
he had not continued to be Man ; or if he 
. had) he would have fuffered many fuperioc 
Evils from thefe unhappy acquifitions. 

If we confider the other method, by 
which God can communicate a Religion to 
Mankind, we ihall find it no lefs incapable 

the two ends of Infinity : an infinite number is a 
contradidion in terms; and therefore every thing 
that is infinite or eternal muft exift in fome 
manner which bears no manner of relation to 
Space» or Time, and which muft therefore be 
to us totally incomprehenfible. 
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of producing t pcrfcft one i bccaufc dio* 
God is fuBicicntly able togivcapcrfcft 
Religion, Man is utterly unable to receive 
k. God cannot impart knowledge to Crca* 
tures, of which he himfelf has made them 
incapable by their nature and formation i 
he cannot inftru6t a Mole In Aftronooiy, or 

an Oyfter in Mufick^ becaufe he has not 
given thetii Members nor Faculties neccf- 
fary for the acquifition of thbft fcienccs J 
neither is this any diminution of his Omni- 
potence, becaufe afiing in fuch a manner 

would be willing Contrarieties at the fame 
time : it would be oppofing his own Dc- 
figns, making Creatures what they are not) 
and granting them Powers which he thougbc 
proper to deny them : a Revelation there* 

fore from God can never be fuch as wc 
might expe<5l from infinite Power, Wifdoni 
and Goodnefs, but muft condcfcend to the 

Igno- 
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tgriorance and lofirmities of Ma^. Was tht 
wifeft Legiflator in the World to compofe 
Laws for a nurfery, they muft be childi(h 
Laws : fo was God to reveal a Religion to 
Mankind^ tho' the Revealer was divine, the 
Religion muft be human, or it could be of 
no ufe to thofe for wbofe fake it was reveal- 
ed : and therefore, like them, it muft be 
liable tonumberlefs Imperfedions, amongft 

which all thofe Deficiencies before- men- 

tiohed are abfolutely unavoidable, and im-* 
polfible CO be prevented by any power what* 

ever t tbefe are the Want of Univerfality^ 
Authenticity, Pcrfpicuity and Policy •, its 
certain Corhiption, with all that inunda^- 
tion of Wiclcednefs and Mifery which muft 
flow from that CorruptioUi Great and nu- 
merous Evils ! from which it is not diHi€uk 
CO (hew, that no Revelation communicated 

P 2 to 
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to Man can be exempted by an Omnipotent 
Revealer. 

Firft then it mull want Univcrfality : 
that is, however conducive it may be to the 
virtue and happinefs of Mankind in gene- 
ra], it cannot be alike communicated to all 
Men in all ages and all nations of the Worlds 

becaufe, from the nature of things, ic muft 
have a beginning and a progreffion: it 
mud at firft be revealed at fome time and 
in fome place ; and when-ever and where- 
ever that is, there muft have been times 
and places in which it was not revealed $ 

and therefore it is impoQible it can be Uni- 
verfal ; and this not proceeding from any 
impotence or partiality in the Revealer ; 

but from the modes of exiftencc of all hu- 
man affairs. 



It 
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It tnufl: likewife want Authenticity ; that 
is, tho' its divine Authority may be more 
or lefs credible according to the circumftan- 
CCS of the evidence, yet it can never be 

capable of a dircft or demon ftrative proof; 
becaufe God muft communicate this Reve- 
lation to Mankind either by a general or a 
particular Infpiration : that is, either by 

infpiring all men, or by infpiring a few 
to teach it to others : the firft of thefe me- 
thods, or a TJniverfal Infpiration, is im» 
poflible in nature, and abfurd even in ima- 
gination, and would be the total alteration 
of human nature: the other mud ever be 
liable to infinite uncertainty, becaufe tho' 
a Man may pofiibly know when he himfelf 
is infpired, (tho* that, I think, may be ve- 
ry well queftioned) yet, that he Ihould ever 
produce indubitable credentials of a Divine 
Com minion to others, who are uninfpiredy 

P 3 fccms 
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feems utterly imprafticable, tWe being no 
marks by which the fad can be afcertaioed, 
nor any faculties in the human mind which 
are able to diftingui(h it 2 the excellence of 
the Revelation he teaches, its beneficent 
ends, and the miracles he may work in its 

confirmation, may altogether render it 
more or lefs probable, but can never amounc 

to a certain proof, becaufe we know fo little 
of the ends and confequences of things, and 
fp much lels of the nature of Miracles : wc 
underftand indeed nothing about them, but 
that we ourfelves are unable to perform 
them ; but what Beings of fuperior Orders 
may be able to do we cannot tell i nor yet 
what power, inclination or permiflion fuch 
Beings may have to deceive us; If it is im- 
poflible therefore wc can be certain of the 
divine Authority of a Revelation, even by 

d per- 
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a perfonal cotnmunicatioQ with its firft Au« 
thor, m^ci^ Ids can we be alTured of it 
tbro' tbc falUcioMs mediums of Tradition 
or Hiftory ; for whoever obferves the pro^ 
peniity men have to impofe upon themfelves 
and others, how difficult it is to come at a 
true reprefcntation of the commoncft faft, 
even at the diilance of a few miles or a few 
years, will be eafily convinced^ that all bus- 
man Tradition can be nothing more than a 
Complication of dedgned Fraud and inevi- . 
table Error ; a Glafs which mifreprcfent^ 
< all obje£l8 by magnifying or diminifhing 
them, juft as it is placed by the hand of 
Knavery for the infpe(3:ion of Folly and 
Credulity. Hiilory indeed carries with ijt 
a greater Authority, but muft ever be liablie 
to infinite Imperfedions : we can never b? 
certain that the Writers of it, being Men^ 
were not impofed upon themfclves, or did 
not intoxl to impofe on others ; and there* 

P 4 fore 
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fore its original evidence cannot be conclu- 
five, and muft grow daily weaker in pro- 
portion to its antiquity : it muft necefBuily 
be fubjed to all uncertainties proceeding 
from the variation of languages and cuf- 
toms, ignorant tranfcribers, falfe tranfla- 
tions, interpolations and forgeries ; and as 
the hiftories of Religions are more conneft- 
cd with Mens interefts than thofe of other 
occurrences, fo they muft be ever more fub- 
jedl to thefe Frauds and Impofitions j for 
the fame reafon that a Bank-note is more 
likely to be counterfeited than a News- 
paper. It is therefore impoffible that Hif* 

tory can afford us any certain proof of a 
fupernatural and miraculous difpenfation, 
becaufe a Fa£b, unlikely to be true, can ne- 
ver be demonftrated by a relation not im- 
poffible to be falfe. If it be faid, that God 
may infpirc the writers of fuch important 

Records 
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Records with Infallibility, I anfwerj the 
Probf that he has fo infpired them will be 
attended with no lefs difficulty than the 
proof of that divine authority which is to 

be eftablifhed by it ; and it muft ever be 
abfurd to prove the truth of a Revelation 

by the infallibility of its Records, and the 
infallibility of its Records from the truth 
of the Revelation. It is plain therefore, 
that, tho' infinite Goodnefs may reveal a 
Religion to fo imperfeft a creature as Man, 
yet infinite Power cannot, by reafdn of that 
Imperfeftion, give to that Revelation fuch 
a degree of Authenticity, that is, fuch a 
demonftrable proof of its divine Authority, 
as fome Men unreafonably expeft, and 
others as ridiculoufly beflow upon it *• 

* Nothing here offered is meant by any means 
to invalidate the authority of Revelation : that * 
of the Chriftian is poffefTed of as much certainty 
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It muft want Perfpicuity : that is, it muft 
be much moreobfcure both in its fpeculative 
and praftical Doctrines, than might be ex- 
pcfted from the interpofition of infinite wif- 
dom, truth and benevolence. In its ipecu- 
. lativeDoflrineS) Obfcurity mud beunavoid* 
able, becaufe they muft treat of fubjeds 
above the reach of our Comprehenfions : 

which neither eye has feen, nor ear heard, 
nor has entered into the heart of Man to 
conceive ; and therefore no Power can im- 
part to us clear and explicit Ideas of fuch 
things without firft beftowing on us new fa* 
culties and new fenfes ; that is, without the 

as the nature of the fa6l, and the nature of its 
evidence will admit of. Thofe who endeavour 
to bedow more upon it, do in reality but make 
it lefs ; and, like unfkillful Archite£ls, weaken 
a building already fufEciently ftrong, by over- 
loading it With unneceflary fupporters. 

total 
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total alteration of our Natures. But what 
is moil of all extraordinary is, that it muft 
be likewife to a certain degree c^fcure in its 
pradtical and moral precepts ; arid this from 
a reafon not the lefs valid for having never 
before been infilled on ^ which is, from the 
Neccffity of Moral Evil : that is, fincc 
God, as has been (hewn, was obliged by 
Neceflity to admit Moral Evil into the Cre- 
ation, he mud firobably be obliged, by the 
fame Neceffity, to fuffer it in fome degree 
to continue •, and therefore cannot inforce 
the univcrfal praftice of Virtue by laws fa 
explicit, by threatis and promifes fo glaring, 
and by commands fo inconteftably of divine 
Authority, as can admit of no doubt ; for 
thefe would be fo abfolutely irrefiftible as at 
once to eradicate all human Vice, which has 
already been proved to have been admitted 
only from the impofllbiliiiy of its exclufion 

6 with- 
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without the introdudlion of greater Evils, 
or the lofs of fuperior Good. If Omnipo- 
tence could not, prevent the exiftcncc of 
Moral Evil by the original formation of 
Man, totally to extirpate it by Revelation 
would be to counterad' his own wife, tho' 
incomprehenfible defigns ; and therefore a 
Divine Revelation can never be a regular 
Body of practical inftitutes, clear and per- 
fpicuous, free from all doubts and alterca- 
tions, inforced by perpetual Miracles, by 
vifible and immediate Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments ; but a ftill Voice whifpcring 
gentle Warnings, divine Admonitions and 
fupernatural Truths ; a Light fliining in 

a dark place, illuminating to a certain de- 
gree the native obfcurity of the human 
Mind, and difcovering by faint glimmer- 
ings the Defigns of Providence, and a 

^ diftant profpeft of a future Life. 

5 

It 
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It mud alfo want Policy : that is, it can 
never prcfcribe political rules by which 
Mankind can be conduced in the Govern- 
ment of Nations, or their pretended rights 
of War and Peace, becaufe all thefe affairs 

being incapable (as has been fhewn) of be- 
ing carried on by any other means than 
thofe of violence, fraud,, and corruption ; 
a Divine Revelation cannot podibly give 
any direftions about them ; becaufe all 
fuch muft be necefTarily inconfiftent either 
with Virtue or with prafticability : totally 
to forbid thefe methods of governing man- 
kind, who can be governed by no other, 
would be deftru6live of all government ; 
to allow them, of all Morality : and there- 
fore it is neceffary that Men fliould be left 
to aft in thefe matters at their peril, as par- 
ticular circumftances may require, with 
only a general fyftem of religion and mora- 
lity 



221 The NATURE and 

lity for their guide. If a divine Revelation 
can give no laws for the management of 
Civil Governments much lefs can it inftitutc 
any new policies peculiar to itfclf, under the 
names of Spiritual or Ecclefiaftical •, all 
which, however divine in their Original, 
muft neceflarily be adminiftcr'd, if admi- 
nifter'd by Man, by the fame unjuftifiablc 
methods as others, with this additional in- 
convenience, that they could never be juftly 

refifted. God cannot therefore, I apprc* 
hcnd, delegate Spiritual power to Man^ 
without patronizing all that Violence^ Cor- 
ruption, and Iniquity, which muft refult 
from it, and without which no power in 
the hands of Men can be exercifed over 
men. For the impcrfeftion of Man is 
incompatible with the purity of a Divine 
Government. The Government of all crea- 
tures muft correfpond with their natures; 

and 
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and it fecnfisto measimpoffible thatSocieties 
of Men (hould fubmit under a Divine Go- 
vernment, as that Wolves and Tygcrs (hou'd 
live together under the regulations of hu- 
man Policy : but mod; of all impoflible iC 
mud: be that a divine and human Govern- 
ment Ihould fubfift together in the fame So^ 
ciety, for they muil immediately clafh : and 
whenever that happens, the leaft fpark of 
divine authority/ if really divine, muft in** 
fallibly confume all human power, and de^ 
ftroy all Civil Government whatever. 

Laftly, it muft very foon be corrupted, 
and from that corruption be produftive of' 

the moft mifchievous effefts t for, as the 
purefl: ftream poured into an impure veffel 
muft partake of its impurity ; fo muft the 
moft perfeft Religion, that can be revealed 
by God to fo imperfeft a Creature as Man, 

partake 
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partake of his imperfeftion, and produce 
many and great Evils, both natural and mo- 
ral; that is, much of that mifery, and 
wickedneis, which it was intended to pre* 
vent: this no wifdom can obviate, no 
power put a ftop to, fo long as that im* 
perfe£tion remains ; but it mud conftantly 

come to pafs from a train of unavoidable 

confequenccs, which muft invariably follow 
their caufes, fo long as human nature con- 
tinues what it is. 

For inftance, when a Divine Revelation 

is firft communicated to mankind, it muft 
be received (if received at all) becaufe its 

precepts are approved, and its authority be- 
lieved ; and all thofe nations who thus 
approve the one, and believe the other, 
muft efteem it both their intereft and their 
duty to encourage and fupport it. This 

they 
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they can efFed by no other means than by 
granting peculiar privileges to all who 
profefs it, by forming from it their nation- 
al Religion, and publick worfliip, and by 
maintaining an Order of Men to preach 
that Religion, and minifter that worftiip 
to the people ; all which amounts to a Na- 
tional Eftablifliment. Now the moment 
any Religion becomes national, or eftablifh- 
ed, its purity mufl: certainly be loft, becaufe 
it is then impoQlble to keep it unconnected 

with men's interefts ; and if connedted, ic 
muft inevitably be perverted by them* 
Whenever temporal advantages are annex'd 
to any religious profeflion, they will be fure 
to call in all thofe who have no religion at 
all : knaves will embrace it for the fake of 
intereft, fools will follow them for the fake 
of fafhion ; and when once it is in fuch 
hands, Omnipotence itfelf can never prc- 
ferve its purity. That very Order of Men, 
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who are maintained to fupport its interefts, 
will facrifice them to their owp ; and being 
in the fofe poileflion of all its promifes, and 
all its terrors, and having the tendernefs of 
Childhood, the weaknefs of Age, and the 
ignorance of the vulgar to work upon ; I 
fay, thefe Men, veiled with all thcfc pow- 
ers, yet being but Men, will not fail to 
convert all the mighty influence they muft 
derive from them to the felfifli ends of their 

own avarice and ambition, and confequent- 
]y to the total deftruftion of its Original Pu- 
rity : from it they will lay claim to powers 
which it never dcfign^d- them, and to pof • 
feflions to which they have no right ; to 
make good thefe falfe pretenfions, falfe hif- 
tories will be forg'd, and fabulous traditions 
invented > groundlefs terrors will be flung 
out to operate on fuperftition and timidity*, 
Creeds and Articles will be contrivM to con- 
foand all Reafon, and tefts impofcd to fif 
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out all who have honefty or courage enough 
to refift thefe unwarrantable encroachments. 

Devotion will be turned into farce and pa« 
geantry, to captivate men*s eyes, that their 
pockets may with more facility be invaded: 

they will convert Piety into Superftition, 
Zeal into Rancour, and this Religion, not- 
witbdanding all its Divinity, into diaboli- 
cal malevolence. By degrees knaves will 
join them, fools believe them, and cowards 
be afraid of them ; and having gained fo 
confiderable a part of the World to their 
interefts, they will ere£t an independent do- 
minion among themfelves dangerous to the 
liberties of Mankind, and reprefenting all 
thofe who oppofe their tyranny as God's 
enemies, teach it to be meritorious in his 
fight to perfecute them in this world and 
damn them in another. Hence mull arife # 
Hierarchies, Inquifitions, and Popery ; for 
Popery is but the confummation of tK^tt:^-' 
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ranny which every religious Syftem in the 
hands of Men is in perpetual purfuic of, and 
vrhofe principles they are all ready to adopt 
whenever they are fortunate enough to meet 
^ith its fuccefs. 

This Tyranny cannot fubfift without 
fierce and formidable Oppofition, from 
whence innumerable Sefts, Schifms, and 
Diflentions will lift up their contentious 
heads, each gaping for that very power, 
which they are fighting to deftroy, tho' un- 
able either to acquire or retain it ; and in- 
trodu6tive only of their conftant concomi- 
tants> Ignorance, Self-conceit, Ill-breeuing, 

Obftinacy, Anarchy, and Confufion. From 
thefe contefts all kinds cf Evils muft derive 
their cxiftence, blood- (lied and defolation, 
perfecutions, maffacres, and martyrdoms. 

All thefe Evils, you fee, are but the ne- 
ceflary Confequences of the national Efta- 
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blifliment of any Religion which God can 
communicate to Man, in whofe hands its 
Divinity can never long prcfcrve its purity 

or keep it unmixed with his impcrfeftions, 
his folly and wickednefs. Nay, fo far is 
the Divinity of a Revelation from being 
able to prevent its corruption, that it will 
but increafe and haften it ; for the greater 
Ihare of Divinity it partakes, the greater 

muft be its Excellence ; the greater its Ex- 
cellence, the more univerfal muft be its 
Approbation; the more it is approved, 
the more it muft be encouraged ; the more 
it is encouraged, the fooner it will be eftab- 
liflied ; and the fooner it is eftablilhed, the 
fooner it muft be corrupted and made 

fubfervient to the worft purpofes of the 
worft of men ; yet it is plain this Eftab- 
lilhmeht is no more than the confequence ^ 
of its excellencie, and men's approbation -, 
no more thnn the alternative of It^ tot^L 

0.3 ^^" 
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cxtindkion, and without which it cannot be 
pfcfcrved at all; and therefore the corrup- 
tion of every divine Revelation communi- 
cated to Man, is, by the nature of Man, 
clearly unavoidable. - 

From what has been here faid it appears 
plainly, that all the numerous Evils which 
adhere to, and all the mifchievoos efFeds 
which follow all human Religions, whether 
natural or revealed, by no means owe 
their exiftehce to any want of power, wif- 
dom or gobdnefs in God, but like all 
others, to the imperfeftion of Man j that 
is, to his folly and wickednefs, which muft 
inevitably corrupt them. It is alfo, I 
think, no Icfs evident, that all arguments 
levelled againfl: the divine Original of 
Chriftianity, founded on its impcrfeftions 
and pernicious confequences, (which arc 
all, r think, that have any weight) may 



ORIGIN of EVIL. 231 

be proved to be vain and inconclufive ; and 
this not by concealing or denying thofe 
imperfedions and pernicious confequences, 
as many have ablurdly attempted, but 
by fairly (hewing, that they all proceed 
from the imperfeftions of thofe Creatures 
to whom it is revealed •, and that, fo long 
as thofe contipue, thefe cannot be prevent- 
ed by any wifdom, goodnefs, or power 
whatever *• 

* If we look into the Deiftical Writings of 

all times, we fli^ll find, that they have al« 
ways attacked the Chridian Religion mott fuccefT- 
fully from this Ground ; they have (Hewed the 
many Imperfcdions that adhere to it, and then 
concluded, that nothing imperfeft could derive 
its Original from God : their adverfarie*; have in- 
judicioufly denied thofe Imperfedions, which for 
the moft part are true, and agreed to their Con- 
clufion> which is indifputably falfe ; for every thing 
we pofTefs is derived from God, and yet we pof- 
fcfs nothing endued with abfo\ule^^\kSC\otv» 
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Thus, Sir, if I miftakc not, I have fuf- 
ficiently, tho' concifely, anfwered that tnoft 
abftrafe and important Queflion, Whence 
came Evil? and proved, that all the Evils 
we feel, and all which we fee around us, 
derogate not in the leaft from the wifdom, 
power, or goodnefs of our Creator ; but 
proceed entirely from that fubordinatioa 
which is fo neceffary to the happinefs ami 
even to the exiftence of the great and in* 
comprchenfible Whole. I have (hewn that 
all fubordination mufl imply imperfedion 
in fome Beings or other ; and that all im- 
perfedlion muft confift in the abfence of 
comparative good, or the admiflion of po- 
fitive Evil. I have fliewn that mod of the 
Evils we ufually complain of are of the 
firft kind ; the want only of thofe perfec- 
tions wc fee others enjoy, or imagine infi- 
nite power might have bcftowcd upon our- 
felves \. which ^xz x.Ucx^^'ove. In facl no E- 
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vils at all ; that thofe of the latter fort, cr 
pofitivc Evils, are fuch aS from the nattirc 
of things muil intrude themfelves into all 
Creation^ and therefore that OmnipotenGC 
can do no more than make choice of that 
Syftem which admits the feweft ; being oV 
liged by the impcrfeftion of all created Be- 
ings, the untradlablcnefs of Matter, and 
fome ineomprehenfible connexion between 
Good and Evil, Happincfs and Mifery, to 
admit both, or to give exiftence to neither. 
I have likewife (hewn that Moral Evil may 
have itsneceflity and utility, as well as Na- 
tural ; at leaft, that if Natural Evils are 
neceflary. Moral ones are expedient, to 
prevent that neceflary Mifery from falling 
to the (hare of perfedt. Innocence, and to 

convert unavoidable fufFerings into juft pu- 
niQiments ; that tho' the elTcncc of all Mo- 
r^l Evil confifts in the produftion of Natu- 
ral, yet it may have fome collateral tcndencY 
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to Good ; and that the Wicked, whilft they 
arc juftly punilhcd for the miferies which 
they occafion, may probably, by that very 
guilt and punilhmcnt, fome way remotely 
contribute to univerfal Iiappinefs. I have 

fhewn that if Natural and Moral Evils 
could not be prevented, the exiftence of 
Political and Religious Evils muft of 
courfe be unavoidable, they being but the 
certain confequences of the other : that 
all human Government mud be in the 
highefl: degree imperfeft, and big with all 
manner of Evils, being the dominion of 
ignorant and wicked creatures over each 
other ; that, as fuch creatures can be govern- 
ed only by fear of puoifhment or hopes of 
reward, all Government amongft them muft 
be founded on Violence or Corruption, 
and ever fupported and adminiftred by the- 
fame vitious and unjuftifiable methods ; 
that no power whatever can give a perfeft 
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Religion to fo imperfcd a creature as Man,' 
either by Nature or Revelation ; not by na- 
ture, becaufe, whilft that is human nature, 
he can never difcover by Reafon the Truths 
on which a Perfeft fyftem of Theology or 
Ethics can be erefted ; not by Revelation, 
becaufe he wants faculties to comprehend 
'fuch fupernatural difcoverics, altho' they 
ihould be imparted to him ; that, was he 
capable of once receiving a perfedt Reli- ' 
gion, it is not poflible he could long retain 
it; becaufe, if it could be kept entirely fe- 
parate from his worldly intereft^, it would 
foon be neglefted and perifh in oblivion % 
and, iifit was not, fuch a connexion would 
quickly corrupt its purity, and deftroy its. 
eflence, fo that national eftablifhments 
would be neceffary for its fupport, and yet 
infallibly produSive of its 'deftrudion. 
That all thefe Evils proceed not from 
wrong difpofitions or accidental caufes, but 
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lingly and folely from the imperfe&ioa of 
Man ; and yet that in the gradation from 
infinite perfection to abfolute nothing, there 
xnufl: be pne rank occupied by fuch a Crea- 
ture as Man with all his imperfedions 
about him ; that thefe imperfections muft 
be annexed to his fituation, and adhere to 
every thing that relates to him, to his hap- 
pinefs, to his morals, to his government, 
and to his religion : that, in like manner^ 

all other created Beings mud have Evils 
and Imperfections peculiar to their ilations 
and proportioned to their inferiority ; not- 
withftanding all which, there is as much 
Good, and as little Evil in the univerfal 
fyflem as the nature of Creation will admit 
of; and that therefore it is a work equal 
to what we might expeCt from the Ope- 
rations of infinite Benevolence joined with 
infinite Power. 
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